2 


Mosr Revertncy © 


: { — NY 
* 0 - | E 


WARD SYNG 


2 . 


L * 


1 k 1 A4 


5 Foun Voyunes, 


* 
K 


** _—_— > dt. 
— - : * : 0 
0 


=. * LONDON, ae 8 
Printed for THOMAS TRX, near Gray - Im- 
Gate in Holbourn, MDCCXLIV.. TE 


VN. B. All the Authir*s Pleces be had /eparate, 
Vith great Allowance to ſuch well-c iſpoſed Perſons as 
buy Numbers of each to give away. 


- & 7 
- 2 * 
a. * N 
— . be 
5 e 


9 
- 
: — : 
5. 3a WEN 4 4 * F ce 
8 r „ 8 Fe 
1 , — 10 


* "HP 


OY 


E N TH 


OF THE 
FOUR T-Hg, FO ung 


CO N 


I. Eligion Tryed by the Teſt of 8 and Im- 
partial Reaſon. 

II. St. Paul's Deſcription of his own Religion, 
opened and explained. 


TH, The True Churchman fie i in a Juſt and clear 
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V. Advice to a young Divine, concerning Preaching. 


VI. A ſincere Chriſtian and Convert from the Church 
of Rome, exemplified in the Life of Daniel Heng, 
a poor ib Peaſant. 

VII. Sober Thoughts for the Cure of Melancholy, 
eſpecially that which is Religious. 

VIII. A Diſcourſe of Confirmation, containing pro- 
per Inſtructions for ſuch as are to be confirmed; 
humbly offered to the Conſideration of all Parents 
and others who have the Care of educating 
Youth. 


IX. Two Tracts; the one, Didi to a Sober . 


Chriſtian for the acceptable Offering up the Lord's 


Prayer to God im his private Devotions ; the other, 


Sober Thoughts on the Doctrine of Predeſtination. 
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Moſt Reverend Father in God. E 
I , Ry | L 5 I 4 M, 5 
Je Yay Divine Providence, y 


Ea Archbiſhop of Dublin, F. 


mate and W of Ire- 
_ land, 


MY LORD, 


HOSOEVER' with any hope ob 
W Succeſs would contribute to the 
> Cure of a Malady, whether of 


Body or Mind, muſt not only conſider the 


prepares for it, but alſo have a ſpecial regard” 
to the Conſtitution and Difpoſition of the Pa- 
tent for whom he intends it. For however 
a Remedy may appear in itſelf to be Well 
adapted to the Diſeaſe, yet if the ſick Man 
either is not able to take it, or has not Strength” 
fufßcient to retain and digeſt it, it 8 not a 
A 2 
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natural Force ang Virtue of the Medicine he 
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„ DEDICATION. 
ſible that it ſhould avail any Tay towards 
3 his Recovery. | 


How epidemucal the Diſeaſe, not only. of ; 
Heterodoxy but even Infidelity, is become a- 


mongſt us, may indeed, and ought, by every i 


good Man to be lamented ; but is 


to be either denied or diflembled: In O 
ſition to both which, though many excellent : 


Books of all ſorts have been written in our ; 
own Language, and ſome of them. -with the 


greateſt Learning and Judgment; yet becauſe 
many {till pretend (and ſome of them per- 
_ haps truly) that they have not time to read 


large Volumes, or want Capacity to digeſt 


thoſe that are a little more than ordinarily 
learned; I have ever looked upon it as a very 


uſeful Work (and much to be approved of 


in thoſe who at any time have attempted it) 
to contract the moſt material Arguments that 


ate urged in Defence of the true Religion, or 
any part of it; and to bring them within as 


narrow a com paſs, as may be conſiſtent with 
both that Strength and Clearneſs, which we 
always ſuppoſe neceſſary in order to their Pre 


5 vailing upon the Minds of Men. 


Something of this nature I have thought it 
my Duty, more than once, to endeavour from 


the Pulpit: And what I had ſo done, having 


met with ſome ſmall Approbation from di- 
vers Perſons of Candour and Judgment ; when 
your Grace was pleaſed to lay your Commands 


Nw me to perform, in my turn, the _ 


_-Y 


ÞEDICATION- „ 
of 2 Preacher at your ordinary Victation, E 
thought I could not do a thing more accept 


ble to my Brethren of the 2 os ad leaſt 
the younger of them, than thus at one View 


w bring to their Remembrance the main and: 


moſt fundamental Points of our Religion, ( 
which we ought all of us conſtantly to have: } 
an Eye in the whole Courſe of ous. Miaiftry). 
togethes with ſome of the chief Reafons and. 
Arguments, whereby we maintain and defend } 
them againſt the ſeveral forts of Adverſaries: |} 
with whom we have to do. \F 
I cherefore carefully recollected what Ikhadi | 
to this Puzpoſe formerly. ſtudied and digefted: } 
And after I had compriſed the molt material 
part of it in an Hour's Diſcourſe, I began to 
entertain a Reſolution of making the whole 
more public; in hopes that, through the 
Bleſſing of God, it might from the Preis have 
as good an Effect as, I was aſſured, it formeilx 
had had upon ſome from the Pulpit. 8 

In order hereunto, I communicated what E 4 
had written to ſeveral of the moſt judicious  Þ} 
of ray Friends; who were ag not only 
not to diſapprove of my Deſign, but alſo t 
ſaggeſt ſome Things to me, for the farthes Þ 
and better Proſecution of. the moſt nereffarw | 
Part of what I had undertaken; I mean, than 
which was moſt direct. v levelled againſt Atheiſm. 2 
and Infidelity: And. OG: is the Reaſon why, } 
I have now more largely inſiſted on the Truth. . | 


wad as of my Religyon, than what,” 
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teach, or other miniſterial Act I 


elſe but Flattery. 
Life of a good Man is by all allowed to be 


ble to the other Branches of the Diſcourſe. © 
Having thus troubled. your Grace with an 


Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of this ſmall 
Work, I humbly beg leave to prefix your 


Name before it; not only as an Acknowledg- 
ment of my being immediately accountable 
to your Juriſdiction for whatever Doctrine I 
perform, 


within your Dioceſe, (which, antecedent to the 


Laws of the Land, I take to be a Conſequence 


from the Divine Inſtitution of Epiſcepacy) but 


alſo- as a public Teſtimony of that fincere- - 


Honour and Reverence, which your Grace 


has a juſt Title to from every one, I think, 


who has a true Value for either our Religious 


or Civil Conſtitution. 


It is an unjuſt Reflection which ſome Men 
affect to make upon all Dedications of this. 


ſort, almoſt without any Diſtinction; That 


for a Man to ſpeak well of the Patron he has. 


made Choice of, is, in their Opinion, little 
But the Reaſon why the 


written and publithed after his Death, will, I 
think, hold alſo as well for the giving him 0 
his due Ch ir cter even while he is alive: F 
mean, that it may be an Incitement to 
others to follow his Example: And provided 55 
a Man ſays no more than what is true; to 
erh. him of any ſecret or ſiniſter Deſign 


| therein, 1 is to aſlume the Place of God him- 


ſelf, 
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- ſeif, in paſſing Judgment upon the nen 
| Thoughts of the Heart, which are only | 


1 ( nown. J}J 
n WM unto him who is both the Maker and Searcher Þ} 
of itt TE En „ 
r Had I a Deſign of writing a Panegyrick I} 
r=. on your Grace, I am ſure there is very ſuffic 
e ent Matter for it. The Strictneſs of your 

1 IM Life, yet without Moroſeneſs or Sourneſs of 


„ Temper, all along from your Youth ; your: 

e great Knowledge in all the uſeful Parts ß 

. Learning, notwithſtanding the almoſt conſtant 

* Interruption of your Studies, which for above- . 

e Wl theſe thirty Years paſt has unavoidably atten- 

© MW ded you; your great Labour and Diligence 

„ in the perſonal Diſcharge of your Cure, while 

s: you were a Pariſn-Miniſter; your frequent 
and vigorous appearing in behalf of our 

n. Church and Religion, againſt Enemies of all 

IS. Sorts ;, and more particularly. at the Time 

it bwhen it was thought moſt dangerous fo to do; 

s-. [Anno 1687.] your unwearied Care and Vigi- 

e lance in ſettling the Affairs of that Dioceſe 

e: unto which you were moſt deſervedly promo } 

e ted, after the late Times of Confuſion; your 

1 more than ordinary Caution in admitting no 

n. Man to Holy Orders, or a. Cure of Souls, until 

F I by a ſtrict Examination he appears to be ſuf-' 

0 ficiently qualified, both as to his Life and 

d Learning; your narrow In ſpection into the 

0 


o Bchaviour of all your Clergy; and as far as 
n- It is poſſible, into every Thing under your ©” -*} 
— Charge within your Dioceſe and Province; 
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l your Patience in hearkening to every Man 
5 


| that has any reaſonable Cauſe of applying to 
Jou; your Readineſs, as you have Opportuni- 
2 | ty, to encourage every Man who honeſtly en- 
jt deavours to peiform his Duty; your great 
| | Temper, as upon all other Occaſions, fo par- 
| ticularly in diſregarding the rude Behaviour 
of thoſe who ſeem to lay hold on any Op- 
| _ portunity to provoke you; the. Mildneſs as. 
well as Weight of your. Reproofs to--thoſe: 
that offend ;, your Readineſs to pardon every 
Man that conſcientiouſly returns to his Duty; 
and Reſolution. in puniſhing . (te your Power). 
_ thoſe who obſtinately perſiſt in the Breach of 
| itz your Hoſpitality, Liberality, Charity; and. 
/] (that I may. not run out. into numberleſs Par- 
agaäscculars) your conſtant. Adherence to the 
true Intereſt of Church and State; and Cou- 
nage upon all Occaſions to diſcharge a good 
Conſcience, without any regard to the Paſkons- 
of. Men, or the Humour of this or that P 3 
all this, I fay, and more that might be rec 
oned up, would be a Subject ample N to- 
enlarge upon, had I the Vanity to think that 
any thing I can ſay, would in the leaſt contri- 
bute to make your Grace better known than 
pu already are to all good Men amongſt us. 
1 If. I do not offend your Grace in thus mak- 
= = ing public mention of. theſe Things, Jam 
perſuaded that no other gocd Man will in the 
if — teaſt find Fault with me for it; and for the 
e Part of the World, I hope 8 
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DEDICATION. is 


karn'd ſo much from your Grace's Example, | 
as not-to regard their Cenſures. I am, with all 
Reſpect 3 


— 


Your GRACE'S 


Miſt Obedicxt 


And Humble Servant, 


; Edw. Synge. 


22 — ö he C 
muy: 2 


8 3 "7 bs * pid ATH os CW win we reds 
a tee — * a. hee: —— 


——ç— * | 2 —— D 
* * b 1 — r —— n — 2 . . ²— ddaras a atied RJ 


1 2 
OO 09 #05 — — o} — 
4 * r 


— 


, 2 25 4 ＋ ky | =” * 
: : £ N 15 — * 152 1 1 * 5 5 1 - g * 
1 * £ Fas Xx * - * - ; 
R . : 
8 E "IP 
1 a= a * * } , : — 
AA Pa N \ a _ A >< e | 
* * ALS SF 0 \ | 
2 & a\ T4 {1* * / it 
* 2 \ 1 57 5 3 * \ 
N — - — . - — - % - < \ a 
ith -» Q | 
9 * N 5 = : . — # - - 
7 7 


— — 


) 2 a 
l 8 
- * 
© 
1 CY « | 
: | | 
8 
a 7 „ 
* 0 F 
, ; 12 
* 1 y i & 
| * % 4 
— " - EY | 5 g 
- -, 
; : i | | 
T + 
* 4 *% 2 5 . : 
: : 
— 
| . 
£7 i s 
= F 


T is a melancholy Reflection, that many _ 
| Men affet to treat Religion, and the Per- 
ſons who are the immediate Officers of it, 
with more Spite and Ill-nature than they do 
any other thing whatſoever, For Example, 
that many unneceſſary Curioſities have been 
brought in, ta the clogging and perplexing both 
of Law and Phyſick; and "that there baue 
been not a few unfair and corrupt Practitioners 
in both thoſe Faculties, is what honeſt and 
Juber Phyſigdans and Lawyers, as well as 
| other Men, 
Man has hitherto been ſo wild as to inſinuate 
from hence thal therefore both theſe noble Pro- 
feſſions ſhould be (not only amended and re- 
formed, but) whelly exploded and laid aſide. 
And alibo“ there have been Mullitudes of 
Pettyfoggers and Empiricks in all Ages, yet 
ftill there is no Man but beliepes that there are, 
or at leaſt may be, many very honeſt Lawyers 
and Phyſicians in the World. &; 
, 8 3 But 


bave often complain d of; yet no 


PCT 3. 4 Rs * 


Fp - 
But with reſpect to Religion, and the Mini 
ters of it, there is a Party of Men who endea- 
vour to ſuggeſt another way of reaſoning ; and 
becauſe it is not deny'd but that there haus 
Been many falſe Religions brought into the 
World, therefore they will allow none to be 
true. Becauſe we own that the true Religion 
has in divers Places and Apes been corrupted, 
(parily by Ignorance, and partly by the Craft 
of deſigning Men) therefore they will allow 
no Part of it to be genuine and ſound : And 
becauſe it ts not conteſted but that there have 
been many ambitious and wicked Men, who 
for evil and worldly Ends bave thruſt tbem. 
ſelves into the Offices of the true as well as 
Gy Religions; therefore under the Name of 
4 Prieſts (whom without diftinfion they render 
as odious as may be) they endeavour io explode 
Ml and wholly lay afide the very Office of the 
Miniſtry; althe* for Faſhion-jake, they would 
ſometimes ſeem to allow that there is ſome 
little Truth in Religion: And bence it bas 
come to paſs that Chriſtianity has been in- 
duſtriouſiy dreſt up in a Foes Coat, and 
treated as if it were no better than a Fable 
or idle Tale; that Prieſts of all Religions 
without any Diſtinction have been pronounced 
to be the ſame, and the Sentence received i 
with the Applauſe of many; and all manner 
I Diſtinfion between thoſe who are to miniſter il 
in the Offices of Religion, andthe People who 
are to receive the Benefit of ſuch Miniſtry, 


by ſome bas been repreſented as nothing ver. 
„ than 
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"PREFACE 


than a Deſign of crafty Men to gain to 8150 1 


ſelves a e over the nn of 


"others. | 
But how contritey 15 0 way of arguing 2 
that Clearneſs and Strength of Reaſon, which 


theſe Men ſeem ſo much to admire and frand | 
up for? Pat the Caſe tbat ninety and nine 
| parts of an hundred of all the Lawyers and 


Phyfictans in the World ſhould prove Fools or 
Knaves, would this be a good Reaſon why any 
Man ſhould wholly rejeft either Law er Phy- 


fick, and refuſe io hearken to, or make the _ 
leaft uſe of a ſober and honeſt Man of either © 


Profeſſion, where his Health and Eſtate wwere 
concerned? And if there had been more Nude 
very among the Prieſts than even they who 


aggravate thoſe things beyond Meaſure do pre- 
tend; would it. follow from hence that there- 


fore the Office of the Miniſtry itſelf is only a 
Cheat, and Religion no better than a Fiction? 
Certainly they who think freely ought always 
to judge of Matters, by the Reaſon of things, 


and not by the real or pretended corrupt Pratti- 


ces of any Set or Order of Men : And upon this 


Iſſue ] have endeavoured in the following Diſ= 


courſe entirely to put the Cauſe of Religion. 


My Deſign being to offer unto others the ſame. 


full and clear Convittion which, I bleſs God, 
1 have in my own Mind about: the things J 


write sf, wherever I have had Occaſi ion o 
propaſe a Difficulty, I bave not in the leaſt” 4 
enaeavour®d to conceal the apes, tHe of nt: 
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F Aud alibo⸗ I think I have given a Os) 
and ſatisfafory Anſwer to every Objeftion 
bat has come in my way, yet becauſe it is 
W - poſſible that my Words may not always fully 
WW convey the utmoſt of my Thoughts to the 
= Mind of my Reader; T have only this Requeſt 
Ml 190 make to bim, that upon all ſuch Occaſions as 
| _ thoſe, he would endeavour to ſupply whatever 
Defects he finds me to have been guilty of, and 
conſider not only what I have ſaid, but alſo 
 wwbat farther might, if neceſſary, be offered 
upon each Subject. And if what ] here write 
has but ſo far an Effect upon him as to put 
bim upon a ſober and impartial Enquiry after 
farther and better Satisfaction than what he 
* thinks I have been able to give him; 1 * 
Took « an my pains to be very well beſtowed, 
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: TryED BY THE. ee 
TEST of REASON. 


F. I. & V Intention in the following Diſ- 
| / ©: courſe being with what Brevity 
and Plainneſs I can, to bring 
14 Chriſtianity, as it is profeſſed in 
the Eſtabliſped Church, to a fair and equal, yet 
ſtrict and impartial Tryal at the Bar of Rzajon + 
For the more clear and methodical proceeding - 
herein, I know. no. better way than to take my 
Beginning and Rule .of Dire&ion in this whole 
Affair, from thoſe remarkable Words of the bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtle. St. Peter; which ought, I think, to 
make a deep Inipreſſion upon the Mind of every 
one who reads or hears them; x Pet. iii. 15. 
Be ready always to groe an Anſwer to every Man that 
 asketh you-a Reaſon. of. the Hope that is in you, with * 
AMeekneſs and Fear, And before I comèe to draw ' 
any thing from the Words themſelves, it will not 
be amiſs to give a ſhort Account of the Occaſion + . - 
of them, and their Connection with the reſt cf _ 
he Chapter, „ DA, 0 ns 
bh | At 


even in this World, is to be truly virtuous and 
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1 REeLrcron Ted Set. I. 
Alt the tenth Verſe of this Chapter, St. Peter 
aſſures us that the beſt and moſt certain way for a 
Man to live with Safety and Security to himſelf, 


retour : He that will love Life and ſee good Days, 
let humrefrainhis Tongue 25 and his Lips that 
they ſpeak no Guile; let him eſchew evil and do good; 
let him ſeek Peace and enſue it. 323 ol 
For the Confirmation of this Truth, he offers 
two Reaſons: The firſt in the twelfth "Verſe; 
namely, that good Men are in the Favour, and 
_ conſequently, under the immediate Protection of 
Almighty God ; while the Wicked are expoſed, 
even in this Life, to his Wrath and Vengeance:. 
For (ſays he) the Eyes of the Lord are over the 
| Righteous, and his Ears are open unto their Prayers 
But the Face of the Lord is againſt them that do 
evil. 3 „ 
The other Reaſon (contain'd in the thirteenth- 
Verſe) is drawn from that Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion which even naturally prevails in Mankind, 
if it be not perverted by evil Principles, or Paſſion; Mi 
that is to ſay, not to hurt, or injure thoſe, who are: 
fo far from giving them any juſt Provocation, 
that on the contrary, they are ready, upon all 
Occaſions, by kind and charitable Offices, to en- 
gage and win the Love and Good-will of all that 
they converſe with. Aud who is be that will harm 
you, if ye be Followers of that which is good? As if he 
had faid in other Words, If thoſe Men amongſt 
whom you live, however of a different Perſwaſion 
from you in Religion, do always by Experience 
find that your Behaviour is inoffenſive, and that 
Truth, Juſtice, and Charity do conſtantly prevail 
with you, and have a never-failing Influence up- 
on all your Actions; what Man amongſt them is 
there, or can there be, who, if he be guided * 


£ 128 4 
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c ö * 


you any Hurt, when 
thereby it is evident that he can derive no real. 
Benefit or Advantage to himfelf ? ben a Man's 
Ways do thus pleaſe the Lord, he may have a pro- 


bable Expectation, even by the Rules of Reaſon 


» 


as well as thoſe. of Religion, that his Enemies, if 


they are not altogether irrational in their Proceed- - 
| ings, will become ſo far reconcil'd, as at leaſt to 
be at peace with him, Prov. xvi. 7. | 


But when it is conſidered. how much the great- ; 
eſt part of Mankind are overſwayed and 


| Leg wry | 
by their Paſſions and Prejudices, in direct Oppo- 


ſition, very often, both to Reaſon and Religion; 
the Conſequence from hence muſt needs (ſome- 


| times at leaft) be, that the more careful and exact. 
a Man is in the Performance of his Duty, the 


more certainly may he expect to be hated. and per- 
ſecuted by ſome ſort of Men for it. 
In order, therefore, to arm and pi. 
Chriſtians for ſuch Hatred and Perſecution, as 
God in his Providence, for their better Tryal, 
ſometimes ſuffers to befal them; the Apoſtle pro- 


ceeds to recommend unto them the three follow- 


ing Qualifications. mm That they be coura- 
gious and reſolute; in the fourteenth. Verſe, But 


and be not afraid of their Terror, neither be troubled. 
Secondly, That they be inwardly and fincerely 
mow =_ 2 ; in the former part of che fifteenth 
erſe, But ſan#zfy (ſays he) the Lord Gnu your 
Hearts, And 755 wal 
ed and 


profeſs; in the Words of my Text, (for ſo I may 
have leave to call that Paſſage of Holy Scripture * - 
which I have choſen for the Ground-work of my 
whole Diſcourſe) Be ready always to give an Anſwer - 
Eg ! ta 


prepare alt 


rdly, That they be well inſtruct: 
grounded in that Religion which they 


Seck. I. by the Teſtof R x aS0w, . 
| by the common Principles of Reafon and Pru- 
dence, will ever offer to do | 


DP 


and if ye ſuffer for Righteouſnels ſake, happy are yez. _ 
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fo every Man that asheth you 'a Reaſon of the Hope 
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that is in you, with Meekneſs and Fear. 


T0 acha Man a Reaſon of the Hope that is in him, 
oo * here, neither more nor leſs than in other 
Terms to demand why he. is of ſuch a na E 


and upon what Ground he expects to be ſaved 


by it. And the Word Fear I take, in this place, 
to be put not to ſignify the Fear of God, (altho' 

tt may 

alſo) and much leſs the Fear of ſuffering for Re- 


well. enough be. underſtood in that Senſe 


ligion, or a good Conſcience, . (which St. Peter 
had juſt before forbid in the fourteenth . Verſe, as 


our Saviour alſo has expreſly done, Matt. x. 28.) 
but rather to be added as a: farther Explication 
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of the Word Meelneſs; and to denote a Fear or 
Caution of offending . or exaſperating the Per fon, 


or Perſons, who at any time ſhall put ſuch Queſ- 


return an Anſwer to. ER. 
F. II. From the Words thus opened and. ex- 


tions or Demands to us, as my Text requires-us.to 


plained, we may fairly draw theſe four. .Propotis 


tions. 


Hirt, That every Man ought: to have ſome Rea- 


fon for his being of that Religion which- he profeſſes, 


Anſwer to him that a him a Reaſon of Ins Re- 


ligion, if he has not firſt ſome Reaſon for it him- 


ef? : | Os 
Secondly, That the Reaſon upon which a Man 
grounds his Religion ought to be ſuch, as not only ſatif< 


fies himſelf, but alſo may be fit and proper to convince 


any other Perſon, wha duly and impartially weighs and 
canſiders it. For it would be to no manner of 


the Conviction of ſuch as ſhould hearken to it. 


— 


— 


For how could it be poſſible for a Man to give an 


Purpoſe to offer any Reaſon for Religion (or in- 
deed for any thing whatſoever) if the Reaſon.fo 
offered were not proper, in its own Nature,, for 


Set. INI. by the Teſtof Rxavon. 1 
Thirdly, That every Man when he is thereunto 
duly called and required, ſhould be ready tt to 
| give the Reaſon for his being of ſuch 4 Religian, © © 
unto any one that demands it from him: Or (in 
the Words of m Text) to of an Anſwer to © 
0 


every one who asketh a Reaſon the ope that u 

him, as the Apoſtle here directs. 3 
And Fourthly and laſtly, That this Reaſon ought - 

always to be given in ſo mild and meek a manner, as 

may not tend ta exaſperate, or give any juſt Ground 

of Offence unto any one tha tasRs #t Or with Meeks 

neſs and Fear, as my Text expreſſes it. 
That theſe four Propoſitions are contained in 

the Text, and juſtly raiſed from it, I take to be 

ſufficiently 'plain ; i proceed now to offer what 

may be neceſſary for the farther Confirmation of 

each of them in the order they lie; and then from 

the whole, ſhall endeavour to draw ſuch Infe- _ 

rences, as appear to be moſt prop r and: uſefuh - 

$. III. Firſt then, that every Man-ought to haue 

ſome Reaſon for his being of that Religion which he 

profæſſes. Nor is this any more than what is re- | 

quired from us in divers places of the Holy Scrip- 

tures, St. Paul directs us firſt to prove all things, 

and then to hald faſt that which is good, 1 Theſ. y. 

21. St, John gives us a Caution that we ſhould 

not believe every Spirit; but make uſe of our Un- 

derſtanding, and whatever Helps God has fur- 

niſhed us with, to try the Spirits whether they are of 

God, 1 John iv. 1. The Men of Berea are appro- 

ved of and commended, for ſearching the Scriptures 

of the Old Teſtament, (whoſe Authority they bad 

: before upon good Grounds received) i thoſe . 

in⸗ things which St. Paul taught were ſo, Acts xvii. 11, 

ſo The ſame Apoſtle appeals to the common Reaſon. 

for of Man, when he ſays, 7 ſpeak as to wiſe Men, judge 


* 
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ye what I ſay, 1 Cor. x. 15. And even our Sa- 
- _ viour himſelf ſufficiently intimates, that every 
Man's own Judgment, upon the beſt Information 
he can get, muſt be to him the immediate Ground 
and Rule of his Religion; when he condeſcends 
to ſubmit even his own: Miffion and Doctrine to 
this Tryal: Lea, and. why. even of your ſelves judge 
ye not what is right? ſays he, Luke xii. 579, 
To theſe Paſſages of Holy Scripture many more; 
if occaſion were, might be added; which, tho? 
not all of them ſo directly and expreſly, yet by 
the cleareſt and beſt Conſequence, do confirm 
and illuſtrate the Truth of this firſt Propoſition, 
But, if we have recourſe to the Reaſon of the 
thing, it will ſet the Matter in a moſt clear Light, 
and demonſtrate, beyond Exception, the Folly 
of that Man who takes Eis Religion upon Truſt, 
or without ſuch Proof as may be ſafficient to con- 
vince and ſatisfy his own Mind of the Truth 
of it. | 5 | „ 
In all Matters of great and ſerious Conſequence, 
no Man of common Prudence will proceed to act 
blindly and at random; but will always, to the 
beſt of his Power, firſt enquire into the Ground 
and Reaſon of what he is to do, before he ventures 
upon it. He that ſhould buy or ſell an Eſtate; 
Build or pull. down his Houſe, or change his Habi- 
tation from one Place or Country to another, 
and not know why or for what Reaſon he does any 
of theſe things, would by all be looked upon as 
_ guilty of very great Folly, becauſe upon ſuch 
things as theſe the Comfort and Satisfaction of this 
preſent Life is ſuppoſed in a very great meaſure to 
depend: But what can be of greater, or ſo great 
Moment and Conſequence to us, as Religion? 
upon which altogether depends the Favour of * 


— 


the Peace of our Conſcience, and our eternal 
Welfare or Miſery never to be retrieved. If then 
even in the Affairs of this World, which are but 
of an inferior Concern to us, we always think 
it neceſſary to weigh our Actions, and have a 
Reaſon for them, before we venture upon Matters 


ho? eternal, en | 
by Farthermore, it is a Principle univerſally 
rm maintained, if not by all the World, yet at leaſt 


in the Courſe of his Providence, calls a Man 


cution or Torment for the ſake of his Religion, 
and undergo even Death itſelf, if there be occa- 
ſion, rather than renounce or deny it: But he 
that ſhould ſuffer all this, and yet not know why 


or wherefore he did ſo, whatever Opinion we 


ice; might have of his Courage, it is certain we ought 
act to have but very little of his Wiſdom ; and where 


it is not poſſible he ſhould have any fuch for his 
ſuffering for it. 


we ought by no means to act blindly and by 


1er; chance, not knowing whether we are in the right 
any or the wrong; and if upon occaſion we would 

n as not ſuffer, like Fools, we know not why, it is nod 
ach leſs than neceſſary that. every one of us ſhould have 
this me good 1 ok for the Religion we profeſs; which 
eto Was 1 ropoſition. 11 = 
reat d. IV. I proceed to the ſecond, which was, 
on? That the Reaſon upon which a Man grounds his Reli- 
rod; gion, ought to be eh, as not only ſatisfies himſelf, 


but alſa may be fit and proper to convince any 
„%%% ped 2, other 
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that are of any Importance; much more cer= - 
Itainly ought we to do the ſame in the Caſe of 
re; Religion, the Concern whereof is no leſs than 


by all ſuch as profeſs Chriſtianity ; that if God, 
thereunto, he ought readily to ſuffer = Perſe- 


a Man has no ſufficient Reaſon for his Religion, 


If then, in a Buſineſs of the greateſt Concern, 
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2% Reticron Tryed Set. IV. 
| her Perſon hs duly and partial wright an 


of which when a Man had gotten the Knowledge, 
he were to keep it to himſelf, and communicate it 
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who will but give impartial Attention to it, may 
Chriſt were ſent abroad with Commiſſion and a 


Onder of Miniſters in the Church, for the con- 


ſatisfy every Man, who without Prepoſſeſſion of E 


T4 * 4 C 3 


confiders it. „ 
If Religion were intended by God for a Secret 


to no other Perſon; then indeed, if he were once in 
his own Mind and Underſtanding ſufficiently ſa- 
tisfied about it, it were no matter whether his Rea- 
ſons were known or not. known to the reſt of the 
World; or what other Men did or might think 
of them: But the Caſe of Religion is quite other- 
wiſe; in which as all Men are univerſally con- 
cerned ; ſo is it the Deſign and Command of God, 
that it Thould every where be publickly taught and 
propagated amongſt all Mankind; that every Man 


come to the Knowledge, and embrace the Pro- 
feſſion of it: For which end, as the Apoſtles of 


Command to preach the Goſpel to every Creature, 
Mark xvi. 15. ſo has God appointed a perpetual 


ſtant carrying on of the ſame Work, to the end 
of the World, wherever they can gain Admittance; 
beſides, the Obligation that lies upon Parents 1 
bring up their Children in the Nurture and Admoni- 
tion ef the Lord, Eph. vi. 4. that is to ſay, both in 
the Knowledge and Practice of Religion; and 
upon all Chriflians whatſoever to edify, 1 "Thell, 
v. II. that is, in private Converſation, to inſtruc, 
admoniſh, and perſwade one another, according to 
their ſeveral Abilities and Opportunities: But it 
the Reaſons, upon which Religion is grounded, are 
not fit and proper in their Nature, to convince and 


Prejudice attends unto them, the Propagation 
'of it throughout the World, in the Ro an 
. | | 1 Icribeg, 


do nee FEBS 
* 8. > 


. v. by the Teſt RE ASO. 23 
ſcribed, would be.a thing altogether impadible: 
De 


and therefore abſurd to be either commanded or 
intended. For whoſoever ſhould go about to per- 
ſwade other Men to believe Doctrines, obey Laws, 
regard Threatnings, or rely upon Promiſes, with- 
out offering them ſufficient Reaſon to convince 
them of their Truth, Obligation, and Certaintʒ; 
as in all probability, he would gain but very few 


Proſelytes, ſo would he moſt juſtly deſerve with 


Scorn to be rejected by all Men of Senſe and Un- 
derſtanding. It remains therefore that either 
Religion is not to be propagated in the Way 
which God has directed, and is the only Method 


that ſuits with rational Creatures; or elſe the Rea- 
ns upon which it is grounded muſt be ſuch as are fit 


and proper, in their own Nature, to convince every 
Man, who duly and impartially weighs and conſiders 
them: Which was my ſecond Propoſition, 
F. V. I paſs on to the Third, which was this; 
That every Man, when he is thereunto duly called 


and required, ſhould be ready freely to give the Rea- 


on for his being of ſuch a ligion, unio any one 

that demands it from him. : 
It is not indeed every Man's Buſineſs to diſpute 

or maintain an Argument for his Religion: Diſ- 


bputation is an Art, and requires long Study and 
much Practice, for a Man to become skilful in it; 


and he that has even the beſt Cauſe to manage, 
may yet, if he be a Stranger to this Art, be eafil 
baffled by a cunning and ſophiſtical Adverfary ; 
and the plaineſt Truths may be much injured by 
a weak and unpracticed Deſender of them: Nor is 
every Man, who may be fit to be received into the 
Church of Chrift, preſently to think himſelf 
qualified for doubtful Diſputations, Rom, xiv. 1, An 
honeſt Man, who with a very good Conſcience 
engages in a eee altho' be is able to give 
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26 REI ICOC ION Tryd Set. V 
to any impartial Man a fair and ſatisfactory Ac- 
count of the Juſtice of his Cauſe, yet may not be 
fit to plead it in the Court; and a ſincere Chrif- M 
tian, who can give very good Reaſons for the 


Religion he profeſſes, may in like manner be of 


2s little Ability to diſpute for it. ill 

Nor can it be the Duty even of the moſt learn- 
ed Men and able Diſputants, for ever to be 
wrangling with ſuch as are contentious and ob- 
ſtinate, and will aot obey the Truth, Rom. ii. 8. 


altho' propoſed to them with ſufficient Evidence 


for their Conviction: For this would be only to 
beſtow their Time and Labour in vain, which 
might be employed to better and more uſeful 
Purpoſes. If an Heretick will not be reclaimed, 
even by repeated Inſtructions and Admonitions, 
he is to be rejected, Tit. iii. 10. At leaſt until 
ſuch time as there may appear to be ſome better 
Hopes of him; and it was our bleffed Saviour“ 
own Direction to his Apoitles, that 3 
Men would not receive them, nor hear their Words, 
they ſhould depart out of that Houſe or City, and 
ſhake | Fg Duſt of their Feet for a Teſtimony againſt 
them, Mat. x. 14. Luke ix. 5. which was accord- 
ingly put in Practice by St. Paul and Barnabas, 
Acls Xiii. 45, 51. whoſe Example, being grounded 
on the expreſs Inſtruction of Chriſt himſelf, may 
certainly be followed by every Teacher or Pre 
cher of the Goſpel. IN: 
But as every Man, however unable to diſpute 
much for his Religion] yet ought to have ſome 
ood Reaſon for it, as I have already ſhewn ; fo 
ought he to be ready to offer this Reaſon to any 
one who demands it of him. And this he is ob- 
liged to do, as well for the Credit and Reputation 
of his Religion, as out of Love and Charity to 


As! 
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As to the former of theſe; every Min in his 
ſeveral Stations, and according to his Capacity, 
ought certainly to endeavour to bring true Reli- 
ion as much into Repute as he can; and to 
adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, 


Tit, ii. 10. This being the only way we have to) 


advance the Honour of our Creator; for whoſe 
Glory we ought above all things to be concerned. 
But what greater Diſcredit can there be brought 
upon Religion, than that they who profeſs it - 


| ſhould be either unable or unwilling to give any 


juſt Reaſon for their ſo doing? It makes it look. 
as if it were only a Device and Contrivance to 
impoſe upon the World, and had nothing of 
Truth and Reality in it; when they dare not 
fairly bring it to the Light, that it may be mani- 


faſt that it comes from God,” John iii. 21, But, on 


the other ſide, when they who own and profeſs 
the true Religion are ready, upon all Occaſions, 


to give ſuch. Reaſons for it, as do not only cy 
0 


and thoroughly ſatisfy themſelves, but are al 
proper and fit to conyince. all other Men, that 


impartially give ear unto them: This moſt evi- 


dently demonſtrates both their own Sineerity 


| and alſo the Truth of that Religion which they 


profeſs; and conſequently frees it from all Suſpi- 
cion of Impoſture, and- advances its Reputation 
with all ſober and conſidering Men. 
Then, as to the other thing mentioned, name- 
ly, Love and Charity 35 We are partly taught by: 
the Law of Nature, and more fully and diſtinct- 


ly by that of Chriſtianity, that we ought to have 


an univerſal Love. for all Men; and: conſequently 
that we are obliged to do them all the Good 
which at any time reaſonably may he within 
our Power : 5 the greateſt Good which one 


Man can do another, and that without any In- 
Wen eee 


convenience 
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convenience to himſelf, is to aſſiſt and promote 
him in the Attainment of eternal Happineſs; 
which is not any other way to be done, but by 
forwarding him in the Profeſſion and Practice of 
true Religion; to a due Senſe of which, it is not 
poſſible to bring a Man any other way, than by 
lay ing the Grounds and Reaſons of it fairly be- 
fore him: And however any one may be con- 
ſcious to himſelf of the Weakneſs of his own Un- 
derſtanding, or his Inability to argue or diſpute 
much, even for the Truth of itſelf; yet if with 
Honeſty and Sincerity he has firſt ſought for Satiſ- 
faction in Religion, and then upon any fair oc- 
caſion propoſes to another what he himſelf is ſo 
ſatisfied with, and this without betraying or in- 
juring his Cauſe, by pretending to ſay more for 
it, than what he is qualified for; he knows not 
how great a Bleſſing, and what good Suceeſs God 
may be pleaſed to give to his pious and chart 
table Endeavours: Eſpecially if his Words are 
accompanied with that Jeeineſs and Gentleneſs, 
which is one of the peculiar ks of true Chriſ- 

LAT | 1 
$. VI. And this brings me to fourth ani 
laſt Propoſition, namely, That this Reaſon (what- 
ever it be which is offered for Religion) ought ak 
ways to be given in ſo mild and meek a manner, 0a 
may not tend to exaſperate or give any juſt Ground of 

_ Offence unto any one that asks it, © 

It is a Fault, and I think a very great one, 
which too many of all Parties and Perſwaſions are 
guilty of, that when once they differ in Opinion 
about Religion, they often are not content to 
debate the Matter with Sobriety and Calmneſs; 
but they frequently give reproachful Language, 
and run out into perſonal Reflections, with bitter 
and ſatyrical Invectives, or at leaſt l an 
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harſh Inſinuations, each againſt the other; of 7 


which I wiſh the Writings of ſome learned Men, 
of all Sides, were not toò notorious an Inſtanee: 
Who, while they appear zealous, each of them, 
for what they think to be the Truth, are often 
very forgetful of the plain e of Charity 5 - 
which ſurely is nevertheleſs due to a Man for 
being of a different Opinion from us. But me- 
thinks that even. Reaſon. itfelf,, as well as my: - © 
Text, ſhould teach us. to proceed after another 
manner; that is to ſay, always to propoſe what- - 
ever we have to offer in behalf of Religion, after 


| ſo meek and gentle a way, as at leaft not juſtly. 


to provoke our. Adverſaries to. Paſſion, how- 
ever obſtinate they may be againſt Conviction: 
Whoſoever writes or ſpeaks in Defence of Re- 
ligion, his Deſign I ſuppoſe is, or at leaſt ought . 


| always to be, firſt to convince the. Judgment, by 


enlightening the Underſtanding-of thoſe to whom 
he applies himſelf. and having: gained over the 
Judgment to the Acknowledgment of the Truth, 
then to influence the Will and Affections towards 
the Practice of it: Now, as. there. is a decent 
Warmth, tempered with Grazity, that is very 


proper to roufe and awaken h as ſeem to be 


WE 
U 


2 We have more 25 


than once an Example in our Fleſſed Saviour 


himſelf, in his dealing Mh the Scfibes and Pha- 
riſees) ſo if a Man goes deyond this, and either 
ſharpens, or rather ſours$ © Diſcourſe with Satyr 
and Mockery,. or embitfets it with © Railing and 
Scurrility ; the natural Conſequence hereof will be, 
immediately to raiſe the Paſſion of thoſe who find 
themſelves thus uncharitably treated, and thereby 
to darken their Underſtanding, and render them ſo: + *1 


much the lefs capable of any ſober or rational 


Conviction ; which is directly contrary to the 
| C3, 5 75 | very. 


. 


— 
* 


* 4 ä n * nn n ** N * 
W 5 = Iv COPS eng 
3 4 7 * af * 1 5 * * 
2 TIS * D N 
a 8 F * 
» * 1 


3% RTI % Secl. VIE, 


To End and Deſign that in all Diſputes (about 
Religion eſpecially) every good Man ought to 
Propoſe to himſelf. Whereas, on the other Hand,; 
if Men on theſe occafions would always take | 
Care to deliver themſelves with as much Calm- 
neſs and Moderation as the Caſe will bear, and 
never ſay any thing merely and on purpoſe on! 
to provoke and vex their Adverſaries; ſuch fob 
Anſwers, as theſe (eſpecially if mutually given) 
would not fail to turn away at leaſt fome part of 
that Wrath, (Prov. xv. 1.) which now ſo ſtrangely 
prevails between thoſe of different Opinions in 
Religion; and conſequently diſpoſe them, much 
more than at preſent they ſeem to be, firſt for the 
| | , diſcovering, and then for the 'embracing, of what- 
' _ _ .ever.ſhall appear to be a ſolid and and real Truth: 
To which End and Purpoſe, the Admonition of 
.St. Paul ought never to be forgotten by us, 2. Tim, 
. 24. The 1 the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but 
be gentle unto all Men; apt to teach; patient; in 
 meekneſs inſtructing thoſe whe oppoſe themſelves, if 
Gd peraguenture will give them Kepentance. to thi 
acknowledging of the Truth. | 
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And thus have J done with the four Propo- 
| fitions, which from my Text I laid down to be 
. handled. Let us ſee.now what proper and uſeful 
Inferences may be drawn from them. 
F. VII. Firſt then, from what has been faid 
it will follow, That Reaſon is always to be made uſe 
, in Matters of Religion. | 3 
True indeed it is, that our Reafon alone, with- 
out. the Aſſiſtance of Revelation, could never have 
dived into the myſterious Recefles of Chriſtianity; WM 
nor muſt we pretend, by the utmoft Improvement 
of it, to be able fully to comprehend even thoſe 
things which God has been pleaſed to reveal to 
us; for zs yet we know but in part, and fee but a 
| | 5 through 
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xiii. 12. But notwithſtanding this, as our Reaſon 


t to 
and, 


take 


is a neceſſary means to bring us to Religion, by en- 
Jabling us to receive all ſuch Proof as can be made 


alm of it; fo is it no leſs needful for the right under- 
and ſtanding both of its Doctrines and Precepts, and 
only Wl the drawing of uſefaF Conſequences from them. 
fok = Mow does St. Paul reaſon with the Athenians con- 

ven) cerning the Nature of God, and the Worſhip that 


irt of is due to him? and when Feliæ ſent for him, and 


1gely N beard him 3 the Faith in Chriſt, he reaſoned 
ns in / Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and Judgment is come r 
nuch Acts xvii. 22. c. How does our bleſſed Saviour 
r the prove againft the Sadducees, the Certainty of a 
vhat- future State, and the Reſurrection from the Dead 
-uth: 4 a rational Deduction of Conſequences: from the 
on of ords of God unto Moſes ; for if Abraham, Iſaac 
Tim, and Jacob were utterly- diſſolved, and in a State 
e, but of Inſenſibility, from whence they were never to 
t; return, (as- the - Sadducees ſuppoſed) how could 
es, God at that very time, with the: leaſt Congru- 


ity of Speech, be ſaid to be their God? and (to 
omit numberleſs Inſtances of moſt accurate rea- 
ſoning that oecur throughout the Holy Scriptures) 
how 1s it poffible for a Man to have ſuch Reaſon 
for his Religion, as may not only fatisfy-himſelf, 
but alſo be ſufficient to convince othersof the Truth 
of it, (as I have ſhewn ffom my Text that every 
Chriſtian is obliged to have ;) if in the whole Pre- 
cedure, and every part of it, he be not allowed to 


to the 


ropo- 
to be 
uſeful 


n ſaid 
de uſe 


with- make a ſober Uſe of his rational Faculties? For 
r have when a Man ſhall ask us a Reaſon why we believe 
anity; and rely upon ſuch and ſuch Principles of our Re- 
ement ligion, in order to our Salvation; if the Anſwer 


thoſe 
eal t0 
but'as 
Hough 


we return be not agreeable to the plain and al- 
lowed Rules of Reaſon, it muſt needs be imperti- 
nent and wide from the Purpoſe. pn, 
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Ina word, I would defire all thoſe who ſeem 
to diſcountenance the Uſe of Reaſon in Matten 
of Religion, only to conſider that Reaſon is no- 
thing elſe but rightly te apprehend what is pro- 
poſed to our Sn E as far as it is fo pros 
poſed, truly to judge of what we fo apprehend ;M 
and. regularly to draw. Canſequences from ſuch 1 
Principles as have rightly poilefſed themſelves of 
our Judgment; and as far as any Man does 
"theſe three Things, ſo far beyond dpa te he makes 
uſe of his Rea 725. And will any Man ſay that he 
does not con antly do all. theſe in Matter of 
Religion? For if he does not, then either he ap- 
prehends not at all, or elſe miſapprehends what 
God has propoſed to him; he judges not at all, 
or elſe frames a wrong Judgment concerning ſuch 
things; and draws no Conſequences at all, or elf: 
ſuch as are falſe and abſurd: from them. The 
monſtrous Abſurdity of which three Things is {of 
great, that no Man in his Wits ſure: will, either 
defend or countenance them. 

„VIII. Secondly; From hence it appears, n 
aka great an Abſurdity they are guilty of, wha grau 
their Religion upon no better Foundation than on 
that it was the Profeſſion their Parents or Anceſtors, 

that they have been educated in it, or that it 15-the 
Religion of their Kindred or Countr . ; 

Ask many of the Roman Catholicks of this : 
Kingdom of Ireland, why they adhere to a Rel. 
gion that has ſo many * and even groß 
Abſurdities in it; and that with ſo much Obſti- 
nacy, that they will not ſo much as liſten, o' 
give attention to better Information? And thi 
is the Anſwer which commonly they will give 
you, that all their Forefathers, for many Gene- 
rations, have been of this Perſwaſion; and this 


is the a of their beſt Friends and Rel 
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Girl 


ſeem 
itten 
$ no- 
Pro- 


pros 
end; 


ſuch 
es of 


tions, and general 7 
and therefore why ſhould not they be of it? And 
tho? Proteſtants, who have ſufficient Opportuni- 
ties of more and better Knowledge, ought there- 


fore to be furniſhed with a more ſatisfactory 


Reaſon of the Hope that is in them ; yet I fear there 
are too many even of this Profeſſion, that can 
give little other Account why they are ſo, but 
only that their Parents or Friends have brought 


them up in it: But he, who has no better Ground 


than this for his Religion, moſt certainly places 
it upon a very falſe and deceitful Foundation. 
For whatever Opinion he himſelf may 


ſhould have for his Religion, not only ought to 


be ſuch as may fully ſatisfy himſelf, but muſt be fit 


and proper to convince others alſs ; whereas fuch 
Pretences as theſe may as ſtrongly be pleaded 
for any falſe Religion as for the true one; fora 


Heathen in China, or a Mahometan in Turi, al 


together as plauſibly as for any fort of Chriſtian 
in any part of Europe; and therefore can by no 
means be proper or effectual, to perſwade any 
ſober Man of the Truth of any Religion what- 


ſoever. 


F. IX, Thirdly, It alſo follows, that they 
who are called Puakers are in à very great Error; 
who ground their Religion upon a pretended imme- 


| diate Revelation, made (as they alledge ) unto them- 


ſelves in particular, by the Spirit of God. 
They affirm, That the Teſtimony 7 the Spirit 
zs that alone by which the true Knowledge of God 


can be on 


ly revealed, Theſe divine. mward Reve- - 
A tions, they make abſolutely neceſſary for the build- 
e true Faith; nor are they (ſay they) tobe 


have of 
the Judgment and Integrity of thoſe Perſons, upon 
whoſe Credit alone he ſo much relies; yet I 
have ſhewn that the Reaſon which every Man 
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ſubjected to the Examination either of. the, outward + 
 - Teſtimony of the. Scriptures, or the natural. Reyes of | 
Aan, as to a more noble or certain Rule or _ 
aue: For this Divine Revelation. and inward Illu. 
|. mination is that which is evident and clear of itſelf, 
= forcing, by its own Evidence and Clearneſs, the well- 

diſpoſed Under/tanding to aſſent, irreſiſtably. moving: 
It is no part of my preſent Deſign to diſpute: 
with theſe Men, what other Criterion, beſides 
Reaſon, and Scripture, they can have to ſatisfy 
'* themſelves, that what they call a Divine immediate 
Revelation is really ſuch; and not a ſtrong Im- 
pulſe only of their own warm Imagination, or. 
ſometimes even of Satan himſelf, who: (as. St. Paul 
aſſures us, 2 Cor. xi. 1.) it transformed:inta an Au. 
gel of Light. But taking it as for granted that 
they have all imaginable Aſſurance of this within 
themſelves, yet ſtill I demand. how, and upon 
what good = can they convince another 
of the Fruth and Reality of what they thus pre- 
o ĩ ] Q 3 
That Reaſon is a Light to every Man; that by 
a ſober uſe of it, we are enabled to receive the 
ſolid Proofs that are brought for Revealed Re- 
ligion, and (as far as. is neceſſary) to underſtand. 
the Doctrine and Precepts. of it; that God, by 
the Grace and. Aſſiſtance of his 1 Spirit, 1s 
Pleaſed farther to open the Hearts and Underſtand- 
ning of Men. (Acts xvi, 14, Luke xxiv. 45.) that they 
attend unta the things of Religion, and wnder/ta 4 
tbe Scriptunes wherein they are contained: And, 
laſtly, that it is in his Power, by immediate Reut- . 
lation, at any time, to communicate any Trot to 
. | mein 
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ect. XI. By the Teſt of RR ASO. 33 
7 WW whomſoever he thinks fit: All this, I ſay, is 22 | 
granted. But if any Man ſhall go beyond al 
this, and ſet up ſuch a Revelation, immediately 
made to himſelf, as the Ground and Foundation of 
>» Wh bis Religion; he ought to be able (as I have al- 
: ready ſhewn) to give ſuch ſufficient and fatiſ- - 
factory Proof thereof, as may convince others of 
t its Truth and Reality: For if ſuch Revelation is 
once to be allowed, without any other Proof than 
the Aſſertion of thoſe who pretend to it, they 
8, may run into all the whimſical Extravagancies, 
y and advance the moſt horrid Blaſphemies imagi- 
e 


nable ; and who ſhall dare controul or contradict 
* them in what they do by Divine Revelation? Or 
. 


if ſuch a Revelation pretended to by one Man, 
mall be oppoſed by the like Revelation, with as 
much Confidence pretended to by another; ho- 
t ſhall we know who is in the right, and who in 
n WW the wrong, except ſome-outward Proof be given 
n whereby other Men, as well as themſelves, may be 
er enabled to diſtinguiſh between a Revelation and 
- WH a Delufion? VV 7 . 
All the Revelations of Religion, that God has 
Y WM hitherto been pleaſed to make to Mankind, have 
(partly by Miracles, and partly. by other Acts of 


his Providence) been-ſufficiently atteſted ; not on- 
nd. WF 1y inwardly to .thoſe who immediately 'received 
57 them, but alſo outwardly to every one who would 


make an impartial Enquiry into the Truth of 
4. them: Nor did our Saviour himſelf * expect that 
% W Credit ſhould be given even to his own Divine 

nd WM Mifion and Revelation, upon any other Terms. 
id, Some ſufficient outward Proof then we require of 


i y thoſe inward Revelations which theſe Men pre- 
e tend to; which until they ſhall give, and that in 
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a very Kane manner, we denden ha con- 
| 80 that the very Foundation, upon which they 
build their whole Religion, is altogether deceit- 
ful and delufive, however ſpeciouſſy they haye 
contrived the Superſtructure, to make it look fair 
and plauſible to the World. 
| X. Fourthly, Another Danbaderiost: no leſ 
fairly deducible from the Premiſſes, I take to be, 
that they are altogether in an Error who' build 
their Faith entirely «por: the Gredit and Authority if 
the Church of Rome. 

To ſet this Matter in a true and clear Light, 
let us e the Queſtion to be put to a fober 
Papiſt, Why he believes that Syſtem of Doctrine; 
which make up the Religion of that. Church, 
and conſequently why he hopes to be ſaved in 
that Belief? and the Anſwer he will give you is 
this, That the immediate Reaſon of his Behef, i 
the Authority of God, who has made theſe Do- 
trines known to Mankind. If you demand what 
Aſſurance he has that God has made theſe Doc- 
trines known? he will tell you he is ſure of it, 
becauſe he finds them taught as Divine Truths, 
and propoſed as Objects of Faith by the Church, 
And if you farther uk; How he knows that that] 

Society of Men, who live-in Communion with 
the Pope or Biſhop of Rame, conſtitutes and makes 
up the Church? all the Anſwer he can poſſibly 
give you to this Queſtion, muſt of neceſſity bel 
reſolved into this, That he is certain it is the true 
Church becauſe it makes Profeſſion of the trut 
Faith +. For whatever Notes or Marks of the 
Church they pretend to reckon up, there are but 
three 1 that go to make up the formal Ef 
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| ſence, and complete the Definition of it; nan 
ly, Firſt, The Profeſſion of the true Faith, Secondly 
The Participation of the Sacraments. And, Thirdly, 


A due Subjectian to lawful Paſtors. The two laſt 
of which (according to themſelves) are either 


parts, or at leaſt inſeparable Conſequences of the 
firſt; it being always reckoned amongſt them as 


a matter of Faith, to believe the Number, Na- 

0 ture and Neceſſity of their Sacraments; and to 
own the Power and Authority of the Pope, and 

1 other Paſtors, that, according to the Laws of their 

i Church, are in Subordination to him. 5 

5 Thus then the Matter ſtands: A Papiſt believes 

1 his Faith and IG to be true, becauſe it is 

» revealed by God: That it is revealed by God, he 


believes becauſe he finds it profeſled and taught by 


v the true Church: And that this ſame Society of 
7 . Men which he means doth make up and conſtitute 
5 : 


the true Church, he alſo believes for this Reaſon, 
Vat WT becauſe they profeſs and maintain the true Faith 
ag end Religion; and ſo proves the firſt thing by 
the ſecond; the ſecond by the third, and the 
+ i third by the firſt again: Which is a way of argu- 
= ing that the Logicians call a Circle, and is jut 
+l exploded by all Men of the leaſt Senſe and Un- 
derflanding)11/ 445 ln oO WAR] JO ENT 
4 Since then (as I have ſhewn) every Man ought 
1 85 o have ſome good Reaſon for his Religion, whictt 
ſh , ay be fit and proper not only to ſatisfy himſelf, 
Y YWut alſo to convince others; and ſince this way of 
aeaſoning in a Circle cannot poſſibly afford any 
It Conviction or Satisfaction to any Man; it 
f ti ey Ne ny de os no re Support than 
| nis for their Religion, do certainly build it i 
al E (ſe Found. 1. 2468 8} IT Tin 
ſence s. XI. Fifthly, From what has been ſaid, it 
— i be farther inferred againſt the Church of Rome; 
Noli | D | that 


aw OV A. 
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that, however neceſſary it may be frequently to 


admoniſh all Sorts of Men, that they be very cau- 


tious and ſober in all the Interpretations which 
at any time they put upon the Word of God, or 


any Part or Paſſage of it; yet it is not Jawful 1 


Hinder any Man, whether learned or unlearned, from 


reading, or hearing the Holy Scriptures read, in ſuch 
a Language as he underſtands. For ſince every 


Man ought to have ſome good Reaſon that he 
may ſatisfy his Conſcience: of the Truth of that 


Profeſſion, in and by which he hopes to be ſaved, | 
and therefore mult not take his Religion upon 
Truſt, on the Credit of any Man or Church what- 
ſoever; but is bound to make the beſt uſe he can 
of that Underſtanding that God has given him 
in the ſearch of it, (as I think has already been 
ſufficiently proved ;) it will follow that no Man 
ought to be debarred from the uſe of any Means 
that he ſhall think neceſſary or proper to make 
uſe of in, an Enquiry of ſuch vaſt Importance to 
him; every Man indeed is bound in Charity (as 
he has Ability and Opportunity for it) to adviſe 
and admoniſh his Neighbour the beſt he can, for 
his Soul's good: Nor do doubt but that, in ſome 
Caſes, human Laws may juſtly be enacted by 
proper Penalties, to reſtrain Men from teaching, 
or propagating ſome ſort of Opinions or Doctrines: 


But if a Man gives ſufficient Security that he will 


not diſturb or corrupt the Public with his private 
T houghts or Errors, and deſires no more but that 
he may not be hinder'd from finding out the ſureſt. 
way he can for himſelf to go to Heaven; who has 
any Warrant or Authority from God by force to 
reſtrain or thwart him in ſuch a Reſolution? 

Let us then Tuppoſe the very worſt ; which is, 
that ignorant Men will not oftentimes be.content 
to dwell upon thoſe Paſſages of Holy A 
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that are moſt plain as well as inſtructive; but are 


curious and prying into the moſt obſcure Parts of 


it: Which (notwithſtanding all the Caution and 


Advice that is given them by their Teachers) ma- 
ny of them will miſinterpret; and wre/? not only 
them, but the other Scriptures alſo to their own De- 


ftruftion, 2 Pet. iii. 16. Let us ſuppoſe all this, I 


ſay, and then conſider what will follow. ++ + | + 
| Becauſe many ignorant Men will probably 


* 


make an ill Uſe of the very Means of Inſtruction 
that God in his Providence has provided for all 


Mankind, and expoſed indifferently to the View 
and Uſe of all that will have recourſe thereto; =. 
does this give ſufficient Authority to the Gover- 
nours of any Church, under ſevere Penalties, to 
withhold theſe Means from all that are of that ſort ; 


and thereby to keep them, moſt certainly, ingreat- 


er Ignorance than otherwiſe: they would be ? 


I (for Example) ama Man of little Knowledge, 
and a ſlender Capacity; yet ſenſible of the Obliga- 
tion that lies upon me to ſeek for what Inſtruction 


I can in Religion, in order to my eternal Salvation, 
I am (ſuppoſe) in a good meaſure convinced that 
that Religion which was taught by Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, is the true Religion; but (amongſt 
the many Diſputes that are in the World) am at 


2 loſs to know what are the genuine Doctrines of 


Faith, and Rules of Life that go to make up the 
whole Syſtem of it; now all who call themſelves 
Chriſtians being agreed in this, that the Holy 


Seriptures, if rightly underſtood, would give me 


great (and, as ſome hold, full and ſufficient) In- 
formation in what I deſire to learn; I would 
willingly ſet myſelf to read, and ſtudy them the 
beſt I can, in my own Mother Tongue, into 
which I underſtand they have been ſeveral times 
tranſlated, No, ſay the Divines of the Church 

| | of 


of Rome, you are an unlearned Man; and there: 


fore in all probability will very much miſinter- 


pret the Holy Scriptures. But have not very 
many learned Men alſo moſt groſly miſinterpreted 
theſe ſacred Writings? And why then ſhould 
ſuch as they be permitted to read them? But 
what other and better way muſt I take, to be 


well convinced and ſatisfied touching the genuine 


Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſtianity ? Why, 
ſay they, rely upon the Authority of the Church. 

But 1 have juſt now ſhewn that they are altoge- 
ther in an Error, who build their Faith u pon the 
Credit and Authority of the Church of Nome; 
and the ſame Reaſon would hold as well againſt 
any other Church, that in this manner ſhould 
attempt to impoſe a Religion upon me: Neither 
am I in this Matter to depend upon the Credit 
of my Parents, Kinsfolks, or Country; but muſt 


bave ſome better Ground of ſatisfying 2 | 


ſcience, -as I have already proved: And what 
| better Ground of Satisfaction in this Cafe I can 
have, than to ſearch and enquire the beſt I can 
into the true Meaning of ſo much of the Holy 
Scriptures, as I am able, with what Helps are in 
my Power, to attain unto, I confeſs is beyond my 
Conception or Imagination. ee e 


I therefore conclude, that no Man ought to be 


debarred from reading or ſtudying the beſt he can, 


the Holy Scriptures in any Language that he 


underſtands. I grant that he may err in the 
Interpretation of them ; and if his Error be occa- 
ſioned by any Fault of his own, it is only at his 
own peril; if not, I cannot but think that God, 
who is gracious, will he merciful to him on that 
account: But if, not content to enjoy the Free- 
dom of his own Conſcience, he endeavours to 
propagate his falſe Opinions, and thereby 8 A 
„ „ uſe 


Ew A IO. K + fed Þ. halt oa 1 


mw FT So 


8 


be proper and legal ways of reſtraining and 


Demerit of his Crime. 
St. Peter, we find, was | 

they who were not only unlearned, but alſo un- 
ſtable, were very apt to wreit not only the difficult 
Paſſages in St. Paul's Epiſtles, but alſo the other 
Scriptures, unto their own deſtruction, 2 Pet. iii. 16. 
Now if the Conſequence from hence were, that 
therefore ſuch Perſons ſhould not read the Scrip- 


2 x\ 


have given ſome Intimation of a matter of fo 
great Importance: Whereas the only Inference 


Men ſhould be cautious, (and that at their own 


peril) what Doctrines or Sentiments they enter- 


with the Error of the Wicked, fall from your own 
Stedfaſineſs, ch. xvii. N e : 


And- if it be a good Argument that unlearned 
find that they often mifunderſtand them; whereby 


alone; it will hold much better againſt thoſe that 


are earned: Experience having abundantly aſ- 


fured us, that many of them have not only miſ- 


interpreted the Text, but alſo by their Art and 


Eloquence, often drawn away multitudes of Peo- 


e ple to embrace their Errors. | 
K F. XII. Sixthly, (and that I may now at laſt 


S Rr Home to ourſelves) from what has been 
dad it will appear, how happy we of the Efta- 
©” WH bliſhed Church are (or may be, if the Fault be 
not our own) not only in that every one amongſt 
ne I us bas full and free Liberty's = 


quiry 


Sect. XII. by the Teſt of RRA SON. 41 
Cauſe of Diſturbance in the World; there may 
puniſhing of him, according to the Nature and 


ery well aware that 


tures at all, T cannot but think that he would 
which he draws in the following Words, is, that 


tain: Te therefore, belaved, (ſays Le) ſeeing you know. 
theſe things before, beware leſt ye alſo being led away 


Men ought not to ſtudy the Scriptures, becauſe we. 


it 
n 
n 
ly 
M 
ey can do little Hurt, but only to themſelves 
+ 
A, 
he 
he 


e all the En- 
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quiry he can into the Grounds and Reaſons of his r 
Religion; but alſo, and chiefly, that there is no nc 
part of our Religion, nor any thing by our 
Church required from any Member of it, but 
will fairly and fully bear the Teſt of the moſt 
rational Diſquiſition; ſo that every Man of us, 
that will but be at a little pains to make the En- 
Juiry, may very ſoon not only ſatisfy his own : 
' Conſcience why he is and ought to be of our 
_ Communion, but alſo be able (as my Text re- 
quires) to give a ſufficient Anſwer to every other 
. that asketh him a Reaſon of the Hope that ts 
in him. ED „„ 
And becauſe this is a matter of very great Im- 
portance to us all, I ſhall ſpend the remaining 
part of this Diſcourſe in ſhewing upon what 
folid and ſatisfactory Grounds it is, that we ex- 
ect eternal Salvation, in the Profeſſion and 
Practice of that Religion which by Law is Eſta- 
bliſhed amongſt us; and that in ſuch a manner, 
as I think may abundantly convince every 
that is ſober and impartial in this Enquiry : In 
order whereunto it is moſt proper to obſerve, 
that if any Man ask why we hope to be ſaved in our 
Church and Religion; his Demand will in effect 
include theſe four Queſtions, Tr 
Firſt, Why we are of any Religion at all, and 
not either downright Hiheiſis, who deny the very 
Being of God; or Epicureans, whoſe Principles 
lay no- Foundation for any Worſhip to be paid 
oo hin „ 1 
Secondh, Why we embrace the Chriſtian Rali- 
gion, and are neither Jes, Mabometans, not 
Fe thens ? „ 0 i 
Thirdly, Whereas the grand Diviſion of Chri- 
ſtians, in theſe Parts of the World, is into, thok 
of the Church of Rome, and thoſe of the Reforma 
Ry er WF 7 : 


S 2. 59 


— 8 " 0 
_ ͤK«ä ——————_——_— tld 4 TINS * ( 5 © Aa 9 * . — 
— — 8 — r A 2 WA — * 
n T 40 — 8 we r 
5 * 
D * : K 
\ * 


r 
— —„— 


ũ—?1]UUUU)U—ͤ Ü —— — 
2 . - 
. —— ares + ery 


4 


Wor Proięſtant Church; Why we are Proteſtants and 
not Papi/ts ; of the Reformed rather than the Roman 
| Frurthly and barns ſince there are ſome. Divi- 
nons even amongſt Proteſtants themſelves, it may 
reaſonably be required that we ſhould ſhew, 
why we are Proteſtants of our Eſtabliſpbad Church, 


and not of any Party that diſſents or divides from 
her! Ag EEE 5 . Is 5 44 1 ITY 
, To which. four Queſtions if we return ſuch 
plain and ſolid Anſwers, as may eaſily be under- 
's ſtood, and are ſufficient to give full Satisfaction 
to every Man of common Senſe/and Underſtand- 
- ing; nothing I think will be wanting for the full 
Performance of what I have ſhewn my Text re- 
x WI quires from every Chriſtian: And altho* to do 
„any tolerable Juſtice to each of theſe Points, would 
require rather a Volume than only a part of a 
„hort Diſcourſe, - yet, ſuch is the native Light of 
„ Truth, that J doubt not, with God's Bleſſing, 
n but by briefly propoſing ſome of the chief Heads 


W 


| ter, ; WE 1635 3:5$I 
jy F. XIII. Firſt then we are to confider why 
id we are of any Religion at all, and not Atbeiſts or 

Epicureans, i 7 i 
i. However difficult the very Notion of Eternity 
or may appear to our finite and narrow Under- 

ſtanding, yet it is plain, even to Demonſtration, 


i- that of neceificy there muſt be an eternal Being, 


ſk: which never had a beginning. For if we could! 
el I ſuppoſe but one ſingle Inilant in which noth 
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can follow, the Conſequence unavoidably muf 


- ſelf muſt be eternal, or elſe, that there is ſome 


| ther without Motion, at laſt began to move; it 


| after having lain from all Eternity in an -univet- 


. Nen CGH 25 Seck. Nil. 80 


at all did exiſt; ſince from no Cauſe no Effeg 


be, that nothing could ever be produced into Ex. 
iſtence. It follows then, that either the Worldit 


eternal, original Cauſe of it. 

. I grant indeed that whichſoever of theſe Opi- 
nions we hold, we are equally attended with this 
Difficulty, That the Underflanding of Man biin Wi'« 
finite and limited, cannot frame a clear and compre: to 
henſive Notion of Eternity, which is} a Thing un. . 
limited and infinite : And yet notwithitanding this, vi 
That either the World is eternal, or that there's; fr 
ſome eternal Cauſe of it, is, as I have ſhewn, no Mit 


leſs than demonſtrable : One fide or other of the Hal 
Disjunction muſt of neceſſity be taken; and 2 WWF 


Difficulty that equally preſſes upon both Parts, MW"! 
cannot juſtly be made an Argument againſt 01 


either. A prudent Man therefore ought to look Wt! 


farther, and thoroughly conſider what Difficulties b 
more there may be, which ariſe upon one fide of U 


the Queſtion, but are fairly avoided on the other; WW” 
and where he finds the leaſt and the feweſt, there Wi 
n 
a 


he will fix and determine his Judgment. 


As to the Eternity of the World, take it which 
way you will, it involves ſuch Difficulties or - 
ther Abſurdities, as are neither to be avoided nor 
di eſted. 
inp top fay that the Matter-of the World, hiy- | 

r numberleſs Ages hin quiet and altoge- 


R hh, = >, 


is abſurd to imagine that Matter (which of itſelf 
is ſuppoſed to be an inert and unactive Being) 


ſal State of Quiet and Non- motion, / ſhould at 
laſt, without any other efficient Cauſe but ilch 
paſs into a State of Motion and Activity. 1 


ons Oy a+ ©, OD Ss 5 


3, XIII. bythe Teft'oefReason. '45 
If you ſay that the Motion of Matter 2 eter- 
nal, and that by continual "Motion it at Jaſt, 
without any, Contriver but meer Chance, fell of 
itſelf into that regular Order, which for ſo any 
Years it has been found exactly and uniform y to 
have kept, (to ſay nothing of the great Abſurdity 
of aſcribing an eternal DO to Matter, [viz. 
Motion] which by all is allowed not to be natu- 
1 ral or 2//ential to it) this is altogether as foolifh as 
Jo imagine, that a great quantity of ' Braſs and 
„ron being melted together in a Chaldron, and 
is, Wl violently ſtirred about, ſhould, in proceſs of time, 
i Wframe itſelf into Springs, Wheels, De, and put 
no WM itſelf together into a moſt curious Clock, wih 
be all imaginable 9 7 as well as Regularity of 
2: Motions, and of itfelf ſhould go for above five 
6, chouſand Years, without ever ls ſo much as 
it one fingle Minute, or any the leaff Appearance 
ok that ever it js like to be out of Order, Or, that a 
ies blind Man, who knew nothing of Letters, nor 
of MW underſtood a Word of Greek, might yet, by often 
r: Wi moving a Pen at random upon Paper, at 

re write ſuch a Poem as Homer's Iliads, without 
making a falſe Quantity or miſplacing | ſo much 


o as an Accent. 


a- Or, laſtly, If you ſhall ſay that the World, in 


or the fame Manner and Poſture that now it exiſts, 
has always and forever been: Since . unthinking 
y= | ſity is altogether as blind as Chance itfelf; 
e- the fame Abſurdity that I have laſt repreſented. to 

it coverthrow the Opinion of the World's being made 
if ) Chance, will here again take place; and may 
g s effectually be urged, as it was in the other 
t- Wl Caſe. And befides this, the Eternity of the 
at World this way ſtated, neceſſarily implies. an 
„ e Succeſſion of each particular kind of Ani- 
mals and Vegetables, as well as of Days and 
If . 1 


S 46 REL rc1ow Tryed Sect. XIII. 
Years; and ſuch an eternal Succeſſion; as necef- 
_ Ffarily implies @ Number actually infinite :. Fox if 
(gor Example) there has been an eternal Succeſ- 
ſion of Men in the World; the Number of all thoſe 
who have been alive and are now dead, taken 
together, muſt be aually infinite. And yet an 
eternal Succeſſion of Things without any beginning, 
or a Number actually infinite, is to me as plain and 
palpable a Contradiction, as any that can he 
imagined: There being no Number whatever, but 
what by. the Acceſſion of more Particulars, may 
become bigger; and more Days and Nights hay- 
ing paſſed; and more Men been born into and 
dyed out of the World by this time, than what 
had been a. Year or two agone : . Nor can we 
imagine, but, whatſoever has had an end, (as al 
the paſt Generations of Men have had, and thi 
' mult ſoon have) muſt of neceſſity alſo.have had: 
c 
Add to this, that where there is a Succeſin 
„ of Things, each and every of which. Thing 
has had a beginning, there the whole Succeſſion W's 
„ muſt have had a beginning alſo. Since then {Ws 
„„ each and every Animal, Vegetable, Day, and Wc» 
„Fear of this World, has had a beginning; uE 
follows, I think to a Demonſtration, that-the eg 
„whole Succeſſion of them muſt neceſſarily have W's 
„ had a beginning; and conſequently that the H 
“ World, in the State and Condition wherein we n 
« find it, cannot poſſibly have been eternal, ot 
«© without any beginning at all. 
Theſe Things being duly conſidered, I cannot WC 
imagine how the Eternity of the World can in WL 
any Senſe be allowed of or admitted. Let us paß b 
then to the other part of the Disjunction, and ſee . 
whether the ſame Difficulties, or any that ale 
equal to them, do ariſe upon this alſo. 8 


They 
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They who aſſert, That this World had a þ exin- 


ing, but that there is an eternal original Cauſe of. 
it; do maintain, That as this Cauſe is an intelli- 
gent Being, ſo is it altogether unchangeable, and' 
in its very nature uncapable of any Alteration or 
Succeſſion, Whatſoever therefore it willed or de- 


reed, it did it from all Eternity, altho the out- 


ward viſible Effect of ſuch Will or Decree might 
be of ſuch a nature, as to be uncapable of being 
eternal, and conſequently muſt have a beginning 
lof its actual Exiſtence. Now here again we 
meet that common Difficulty which I firſt men- 
tioned ; viz, That the Underſtanding 4 Man being 
laffnite and limited, cannot frame a clea 
Eternity, which is] a Thing _ 
unlimited and infinite, But this Difficulty being 


r and com- 
hrehenſive Notion 0 


(as I have already ſaid) to be wholly laid aſide, 
becauſe it equally preſſes upon both Parts of the 
Disjunction, there is none other that ariſes or o- 
curs, to be made an Objection againſt the Doctrine. 
A ſpontaneous beginning of Modoli, in an efer-. 


nal unactive Being; eternal Motion, and yet not 


natural or eſſential to the thing moved; the moſt. 
curious and regular Contrivance, and yet to be the 
Effect of blind Chance or fatal Neceſſity, which is 
equally blind; eternal Succeſſion without @ begin- 
ng; a Number actually infinite : All theſe, I ſay, 
which affect one fide of the Queſtion only, are 
molt groſs and manifeſt Abſurdities. But the 
eternal Exiſtence of an immutable Being, without any 
manner of Change or Succeſſion, which is the only 
Objection againſt the other ſide, has no other 


Diffculty in it, but what equally preſſes upon 


both Parts ; viz, That the very Notion of Eternity 
ts too big for the human Under/tanding. rn anc. 


Add to all this, that not only the Hiſtory writ- 


* 


ten by Moſes, but all others that trace Things 
| 1 0 back ward 
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nimouſly concur in ſuch an Account of the 
Ori ins of Nations, and the gradual Plantation 

the ſeveral Parts of the Earth, (ſome of which, 
tho” commodiouſly, capable. of Inhabitants, dt 
yet. to this Day Fairen as plainly ſhews, 
that the Tradition univerſally received among 
Mankind was always this, That the World wa 
not eternal, but had a beginning. „ 
But becauſe ſome M 


T 


tained, whatever Arguments are, or may be 
brought againſt it; let us ſuppoſe (notwithſtand- 


ing all that has been ſaid) that the World might. 


poſſibly have been from all Eternity: Yet {till, if 
both in the whole, and every particular part of 
it, there appears to be all the De/ign and Gontri- 
vance that can well be imagined, it muſt of ne- 
ceſſity follow. that there is ms eternal Contriver, 


which in Nature, if not in Order of Time, is the 


original and firſt Cauſe of it: It being (as I have 
already ſaid) equally abfurd to imagine, that the 


moſt exact and regular Deſign and Contrivand. 
ſhould be the Effect either of blind Chante, or un- 


thinking fatal Neceflity, 1 4 
And if this ſame fr? and original. Cauſe gan 
beyond all Exception, be proved to be moſt 
powerful, wiſe and good; then the being of a 
God is clearly and fully demonſtrated, | 


© = 


Let us then but take a View of the Structure of 


the Univerſe, as far as it is or may be the Object 
of our Senſe, or Knowledge; let us conſider al 
the ſeveral Parts, that go to make up the whole 


Compoſition ; together with their various Opera- 
tions, Motions, and mutual Relations one to 
another; the Sun, the Moon, the Stars and Pla- 
nets, which in a due Meaſure ſhed their ene 
ee | | ä 


e 


ome Men axe obſtinate, in ad- 
hering to an Opinion which they have once enter 
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able Light, Heat and Influence, upon us and our 


of the Earth; without which it were impoſſible, 


by the Courſe of Nature, that living Creatures 


ſhould ſubſift ; the Fire, the Air, the Earth, the 
Water ; the Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea ; the 


Dew, the Rain, the Fountains and Rivers; the 


r Variety of Trees, Herbs, and all ſorts of . 


ruits and Vegetables, which the Earth produces 
and propagates; ſome for Food, fome for Medi- 


cine, and ſome for Delight : All the ſeveral forts 
of Animals in the Earth, and the Water; with 
the admirable Structure of their ſeveral Bodies, 


according to the Place or Element wherein they 


have their different Abode or Habitation; and the | 
ſeveral Senſes and various Inftins implanted in 


them, whereby they are enabled to preſerve them= 
ſelves, and al 
ſpective Kinds or Species: And laſtly Man, the 
Lord of this inferior World; his Body framed in 
a wonderful manner, and his Mind endowed 
with the noble Powers and Faculties of Under- 
ſanding, Will, and Memory, far beyond any 


other earthly Creature whatſoever : W hereby he 


is enabled to diftinguiſh between not only ſen- 


| ible, but alſo rational Good and Evil, to purſue 
the one and avoid the other; and not only each 


Man to preſerve and provide for himſelf, but alſo 


in ſome meaſure to promote the general Comfort 


and Happineſs of all Mankind. Let us, I fay, 


throughly conſider all theſe Things, and farther 
ſubdivide them into as many Particulars, as our 
own Thoughts and Obſervation will eaſily ſug= 
geſt unto us; and _ A Can any thing _ 


Sekt. XIII. by the Teſt of Rxason. 1 


Habitation here below ;- and oy the conftant Re- 

„ diſtinguiſh and max 
out unto us the Day for Labour, the Night for * 

Reſt, and the ſeveral Seaſons of the Year for the 

production, "ripening and gathering in the Fruits 


o continue their proper and re- 
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30 ,ReLieron Tryed | Sect. XIII 
be a greater Argument of Power, than this vaſt 
and {tupendous Fabrick (the Extent of which 
unknown to us) is of his, that firſt made and fiill 
ſupports it ? Can any thing be a greater Demon- 
ſtration of HY7/dem, than its Beauty, Order, and 

the mutual Correſpondence of its ſeveral Parts, 
are of his, who thus has contrived it? And; 
laſtly, is not the great Uſefulneſs of all its Parts, 
| (which more and more we every. Day diſcover) 
in order to the ſeveral Ends for which they are 
evidently framed, an abundant Argument that 
the Author and Maker of it 3 the 
' greateſt Goodneſs and Beneficence, in that he has 
thus provided not only for the Being, but alſo for 
the Well-being of all his Creatures, according to 
their ſeveral Capacities? He that can deny, or 
but entertain a Doubt of any of theſe Things, muſt 
certainly be void of all ſerious Thought and Con- 
ſideration; and conſequently we may, with holy 
David, moſt certainly pronounce him to be a 
Fool, who dares, but even in his Heart, to. ſay tlut 
there is no God, Pl. xiv. 1. And fince the whole 
Courſe of the Univerſe, and all that appears, ot 
can be ſo much as imagined in it, may altogether 
as well be accounted for upon the Suppoſition of 
one only God, as of many; and Beings are not 
in our own, Fancy to be multiplied without an 
manner of Cauſe or Reaſon for it; it will fol- 
low, that ſober Reaſon would of itſelf conclude 
for the Unity of the Divine Nature, altho' Reve- | 
lation (the Certainty of which I ſhall preſently 
prove) had not given us ſuch farther Aſſurance, 
as it has, that there is. but ove Gt. 
And if once the Being of God, as the Author 
and Contriver of this whole World and, every 
thing in it, be thus beyond all Contradiction 
eſtabliſhed; the Relation which we, as his Crea- 
tures, bear unto- him, and the conſtant Fr 
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Sed. XIV. by the Teſt REA Sen. 5 
dance which of Neceffity we always muſt have 
upon him, do ſo plainly infer an Obligation up- 
on us (as we are rational; and alſo endowed: with 
Freedom of Will and a Power of Election) al- 
ways to honour, worſhip and obey him, as far as 
we can any way come to the Knowledge of his 


) Will and Pleaſure, that I need not offer any * 

5 thing farther for the Proof of it: And this I take | 
cd be a ſufficient Anfwer'to the firſt Queſtion; - 
namely, My we wy any Religion at all, and not 

8 downright” Atheiſts or Epicurenms 

22 $; XIV. But this Anſwer will receive a new 

5 and farther Confirmation, from that which we 

5 have to make to the ſecond Queſtion that comes 


next to be conſidered; namely, ¶ ty we do embrace 
1 tbe Chriſtian Religion, and are neither Jerus, Ma- 
bometans, nor Heatbennsπs 
To this our Anſwer is, That we are Chriſtians, 
(and of no other Religion) becauſe Chriſtiauity is 

from God; and if we can make this Aſſertion 
1 good, it not only ſhews the Obligation that lies 
: upon us to be of this Religion rather than of any KM 
other, but alſo is a farther Proof of the Being of WM 
in God, and conſequently of the Neceſſity of Reli- 
gion in gene 8 
Now, to prove Chriſtianity to be from God, or 
80 in other Terms, that God is the Author of it, we 
3 principally inſiſt upon four Arguments; the firſt 
aue drawn from its own intrinſick Wiſdom and Good- - 
* neſs; the ſecond from Prophecies; the third from 
11 Miracles, and the fourth from the great Succeſs 
9 which this Religion met with at ies Arlt Appear- 
= ace in the World. Which four Things, taken 
all together, we judge abundantly ſufficient to 
ery eſtabliſh the main Concluſion. n. 


mW 5. XV. As to the firit of theſe; if we allow 
4 Gud to be the firſt and original Cauſe of all 
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Things, and at the ſame time to be moſt wiſe and 
good, as from his Works has been already ſhewn; 
© the Conſequence mult be, that whatever DoQin 

Diſcipline, or Inſtitution, contains or carries in it- 
W fclfthe moſt conſummate Goodneſs. and. Wiſdom, 
| that ſucha Thing is capable of; and has nothing 
in its Contrivance but what is both wiſe and good; 
may well be aſcribed to God (who is the Fountain 
of all Wiſdom and Goodneſs) as its mediate or 
immediate Author: And as whatever tends to the 
advancing and promoting both the Honour and 
Glory of the Creator, and the common Welfare 
1 of the Creature, is by all Men al. 
lowed to be good ; ſo if it be as well fitted and 
contrived as may be, in order to the compaſſing of 
ſo noble an End; it muſt. be looked upon as hay- 
ing all the Marks and Tokens of #:/dam, as well 
as, Goodneſs, of which it is or can be capable. 
Let us then take but a tranſient View of; Cha 
ſtitianity, and we ſhall immediately find that it 
gives us the higheſt and moſt exalted Notions o 
God that we are capable of receiving; it teaches 
us to look upon him as a Being moſt abſolutely 
perfect in all reſpects ;. a Spirit infinitely wiſe, 
powerful, juſt and merciful; the King eternal, in- 
14 mortal, inviſible, the bleſſed and anly Potentate, King 
/ Kings, and Lord of Lords; who only hath Immur- 

il iality, dwelling in the Light which no Man can ap- 
il proach unto, whom no Man hath ſeen, nor can ſet, | 
1 Tim. i. 17, and vi. 15, 16. In a word, what: | 
ever is great, good or glorious, far b ond the 
Comprehenſion or ſhallow Imagination of Man, us | 
all in the higheſt Degree taught and proclaimed, 
throughout the Holy Scriptures, of God the. Cres: 
tor of Heaven. and Earth ; and all Chriſtians are 
thereby taught and commanded to give —_ 
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Glory, Praife and Adoration, with all their Pow 
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ers and Faculties, accordingly to him. 8 


= 


Happineſs of Mankind. here, and qualify them for. 


that which is future in Heaven hereafter}; it muſt 
be univerſal whey” < Truth, Juſtice, Charity, Humi- 
lity, Sobriety, 


and unworthy Ends which worldly Men' propoſe 
to themſelves, and which are the Cauſe of ſo much 


Contention and Confuſion here, and (as all Reli- 


gions do teach) of intolerable Puniſhmens and 
Miſery hereafter ; and that all theſe Things, in 
the very utmoſt Degree, are taught, expreſſed, 

and moſt ſtrictly required by the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, without the leaſt Allowance or Mixture of 
any thing that is evil or impure; a very little Ac- 


quaintance with the new Teſtament will ſoon in- 


form us. 53 i eee $h 
And, Laſtiy, If any thing can, at the ſame 


time, ſecure our everlaſting Happineſs in Heaven 


hereafter, and alſo add ſomething to that of thoſe 
bleſſed and immortal Spirits who there already 
enjoy the beatifick Preſence of God; it muſt be 
that we (Luke xv. 10.) who are Sinners, and 
thereby have incurred God's Wrath; are admitted 
to Repentance, and a Poſſibility of Pardon and 
Reconciliation, upon ſuch Terms. as are neither 
inconſiſtent with any of God's Attributes, on the 
ene hand, nor impoſſible or impracticable to us, 
on the other: And how well the Goſpel is calcu- 
lated for this Purpoſe, when--it- teaches us that 
Chriſt 2 ou Sins, 1 Cor. xv. 3. that Repen- 
tance and Remiſſiun F Sins ſhould be preached in his 
Name among all. Nations, Luke xxiv. 47. and that 
God will give the Holy Spirit to them that ant bim, 
Luke. xi. 13. with a-great deal more of the fame 


Temperance, and whatever elſe is 
neceſſary to raiſe their Minds above thoſe little 
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It would far exceed the deſigned Proportion of 
this Part of my Diſcourſe, ſhould I proceed to 


Rules of Chriſtianity, and farther to ſhew the 
great Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God that appears 
in all and each of them, But if we can but ſup- 


| of and agreeable to the infinite Perfections of the 
Divine Majeſty, there certainly is nothing want- 


Apoſtles, to raiſe it completely up to that Cha- 
racer; and this is the firſt Argument which we 
urge to prove that Chriſtianity is from God; 
namely, the intrinfick Wiſdom and Goodnels of 
the Religion itſelf. I proceed to the '' ' 
9. XVI. Second, which is drawn from Prophe- 
©  gresz whereby this Truth is farther confirmed, 
That the whole Body of the Jewiſh Nation 
have, | for above theſe ſeventeen hundred Years 
paſt, been in conſtant Expectation of the Appear- 
- ance of an extraordinary Perſon, to be ſent by 
God into the World, under the Title of Chrift 
or the Meſſiah, is what they themſeves own, and 
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pectation ſufficiently ſhews, that ſome Predicti- 
ons or Prophecies (whether true or falſe) there 
= + Have been, that ſuch a Perſon: was to come; for 


_ 
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Thing, what could poſſibly raiſe ſuch an univerſal 
Imagination, and that for ſo many Years, in ſuck 
a vaſt Multitude of People? It is not nou my 
Deſign to enter into a particular Examination 
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| 54 _ RxLl1610N The Seck. XVI. 
Import; will ſoon be obvious to every one, who 


ſets himſelf but a little ſeriouſly to conſider it. 


conſider the ſeveral and particular Doctrines and 


poſe that any Religion whatever may be worthy | 


ing in that which was taught by Chriſt and his 


no Man does or can deny: And this very ER. 


if no one had ever pretended to foretel any ſuch | 


of all theſe Ptophecies: But if all the moſt em- 
nent and remarkable ones of them; are dearly 
and confpicuouily fulfilled, in the Perſon — _ 
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sea. XVI, by che Teſt RA. 55 % 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus, and there is not 
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ſo much as one of all thoſe ancient Predictions, 


that was ever by the Jews themſelves. interpreted 


of the Meſſiah, but what is fairly fulſilled and ac- 
compliſhed in him; this will at the ſame time 
ſhew, that theſe were real Prophecies, and not 


Figments; and that Jeſus Chriſt, whom we 


own and receive, is really and truly the Perſon 
propheſied of: And ſince it is allowed on all 
Hands, that none but God can foretel ſuch things 
as are in themſelves contingent, at any conſide- 
rable diſtance of Time before they come to paſs; 
the Conſequence muſt be, that Jeſus is chat Nef ſ- 
fiah, whom God did long ſince promiſe to fend 
into the World; and.conſequently, that the Doc- 
trine and Religion which he taught, is from God 
himſelf, „ hor 93 on 
Now, the moſt-remarkable Prophecies, or ſome 


of them at leaſt, of ancient Record in the Oi 


Teftament, and generally underſtood to be meant 
of the Meffiah, are theſe ; That he ſhould be the 
Seed of the Woman; That he ſhould hie the Ser- 
pent's Head, and have bis Heel n by him, 
Gen, iii. 15. That he ſhould be the _ ra- 
bam; and that in him all the Nations of the Earth 
could be bleſſed, Gen. xxii. 18, That the Scepter 
ſhuuld not depart from Fudah, nor a Lawygiver | 


between his Feet, until he ſhould come ; and that uats e 
him ſhould the gathering of the People be, Gen. xlix. 


10. That he ſhould be @ Prophet like unis Moſes ; 
raiſed up among the People tu ſbeak the Wards that 
Grd ſhould put inta his Mouth ; and that whoſoever 
of the People of Tfrael ſhould nat hearken to his Wards, 
Cod would require it of them, Deut. xvii, 18, 19. 


That he ſhould be from the Root of ' Fefſe, (who. - 


was the Father of King David;) that he fhould. 
Hand for an Enſign of the People, to which the Gen» | 


* 


8 


Minds of all that People than this; That the A 


55 Re1t1c1on Tryed Sect. XVI WP 
tiles ſhould ſeek, and that his Reft ſhould be gloriou, . 
II. xi. 10. That the Government ſhould be upon hi; WW" 
Shoulders; that his Name ſhould be called, Wonderful: WW” 
"Counſellor, The mighty God, The everlaſting Father, fa 
De Prince of Peace : Of the Increaſe of whoſe Gu. WW” 
vernment and Peace there ſhould be no end, upon the Wl”: 
Throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, to order E 
it, and to eftabliſh it with. fudgment and withFuftic, Wl” 


from henceforth even for ever, If. ix. 6, 7. That WM” 
e ſhould be concezved and born of a Virgin, and - 


called Immanuel, (which ſignifies God with ut) I. 
vii. 14. Mat. i. 23. That he ſhould be d:/piſd Wl” 


and rejected of Men; a Man of Sorrows, and ac- 7 
guainted with Grief: That he ſhould bear our 
Gries and carry our Sorrows, be wounded far b 


eur Tranſgreſſiuns; ard that with his Stripes us 
gould be healed, the Lord laying on bim the Int 
quity of ns all, If. liii. 8 &c. with more to this 
purpoſe in the fame Chapter. That he ſhould 
come within a certain Number of Years foretold 
by the Prophet Daniel, (Dan. ix. 24, c.) and be 
cut o, but not for himſelf; after which the City and 
the Sanftuary ſhould be deſtroyed, and the Sacrifice and 9 
Oblation ſhould ceaſe. Theſe, I ſay, (with divers 
others that may be reckoned up) are remarkable p 
Prophecies concerning the -Meffiah, recorded in Ml 
the Old Teſtament many Centuries of Years before, Ml | 
our Bleſſed Saviour's Appearance in this World: v 
To which alſo may be added a great Number of B - 
other Paſſages, which by the Jews themſelves have 1 
always been looked upon as pointing, ſome of i; 
them prophbetically, and others typically, to the ſame 
Perſon : Infomuch that, to this vety Day, there to 
is no Opinion that more ſtrongly poſſeſſes the 


| Meffiah, whom God long ſince promiſed, and D 
whom they ſuppoſe not yet to be come; ſhall in 
due Time come and appear in the World. * 


sea. xv1. by be Teſt RAA N. 57 = 


„e whatever Diticulies may ae v0 at 
1 In the Interpretation of all, or any of theſe, either 


typical or prophetical Paſſages, there is one very 
fr and ende Key E | which | 
immediately opens and folves them all; which 
„ That the Kingdom of the Mefliah, to which 
„ God e ee *. i. 86 
endoral but a ſpiritual Kingdom, Jabm xviii. 36 
” 9 that all ſuch —__ as relate to 
him, and are not capable of a literal Interpre- 
ation, are to be underſtoed in a ſpiritual Senſe: 
7 Let us take, I ſay, but this one eaſy and rational 
Suppoſition with us, and the whole Syſtem of 
Types and Prophecies that occur in the Old Teſta- 
ment, concerning the Meffall, will eaſily and 
* cleared up by it. | |, 16:53 2200 


us, for Example; Altho' in a ſtrict literal 
Senſe it cannot be ſaid, That our Bleſſed Saviour 
ſate upon the Thrane David, and upon. his Kingdom, 
to order it, If. ix. 7. becauſe he was no temporal 
Prince, as the other in his Time had been; yet is 
tit a ſufficient fulfilling of this part of that Prophe- 
Ney, that he, who in his human Nature was both 
the legal and natural Son of David, was appoint- 
de Ned as a ſpiritual King for ever, to rule over the 
in Feople of God. Thus alſo, | tho? literally he 
re might be called the Seed of the Woman, Gen. iii. 15. 
| I he was conceived 5 ws born of a pure 
5 irgin; yet his bruiſing of the Serpent s Head and the 
a erpent's bruiſing 4 , is mo ſtically to be un. 
of Lerſtood of his de/troying the Works of the Devih, John 
ne i. 8. and of the Sufferings and Temptations 
re wherewith the Devil aſſaulted him, and continues 
he 0 do the like, more or leſs, to all Chriſtians, who 
be are the Members of his myftical Body the Church: 
And after the ſame manner all other the like- 
Difficultics, that any where occur in the Prophe- 
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cies ee e Meffah, may, 1 think; et 75 
bly amd fair and fairly be ſolved ; as will abundanth 
appear to every one who-ſeriouſly and impart l 
ly. compares them all, with the Hiſtory of " our e 
Bleſſed Saviour?s Conception, Birth, Life, Death, 5 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion into Heaven; to- 
ether with the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon ro 
| bi Apoſtles and Diſciples, and the conſequent Wl” 
Propagation of the Goſpel throughout all the 
known Parts of the World. 5 
I need not therefore ſo far enlarge this.Diſcour 
as to go through the Particulars of theſe 'Type 0 
had Prophecies, and ſhew, how that very many 
of them are literally, the reſt of them ſpiritual, WM” 
and all of them Fairly and rationally accompliſhed 0 
in our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus: But, ta- f 
king the Sum of the Argument together, I din M” 
it muſt have very great Force upon all-unprg 
dic'd Minds, if we thus put it into form. 
A great Number of Types, Prefigurations ant 50 
Prophecies,.in. ſeveral and diſtant Ages ;: ſome of 
them very plain, and all of them ſo pointing one 
as to beget in the whole Nation of the 93 
bong, ee of the coming of a Meſſiah; and 
laſtly, all of them in due time fairly and cohe- 
rently fulfilled in one and the ſame Perſon; dl 
this, I ſay, could be the Effect of no other Wi- 
dom or Foreſight, but that of God; andv\conſe- 
quently the Perſon in whom all theſe were fulfil 
led, ought to be looked upon as that very Meſſiah, 
who was promiſed, and eee ſent by God 
into the World. 
But all this. is come to paſs i in the Perſon of our 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviow Jeſus. 
- . Therefore he is the Mcthah or Chriſt, who wa 
| promiſed, and accordingly ſent into the Wor 
y WW - And if thus much ä 


onſequence 


hat Religion, which was taug 
perſon, and afterwards by thoſe who were com- 


miſſioned by him, is to be looked upon as coming 
rom God and of Divine Authority; 


uch for the ſecond Argument, whereby - we 


prove the Chriſtian Religion to be. from God: 1 1 | 
a proceed to the 


J. XVII. Third, Wien is. RAS fad, obo: 


many Miracles that. have bern wrought for the ; 


Confirmation of it. 

Whoever ee God to be the firſt 
Cauſe and Creator of Things, can mean no 
more by this Word Nature, when applied to cre- 
ated Beings, but only thoſe Attributes and Quali- 
fications, together with that Force and Energy, 
wherewith God has endowed them, and each . 
them: And thus it is the Nature of each thing, 
do or to bear, whatever God has fitted an e. 
pointed it for. | 

How far the Power of Notre extends or - (i in 
other Terms) what Attributes, Qualifications, 
Force or Energy, God, who is Almighty, can; 
if he ſo pleaſes, beſtow upon any created Being, 
take it for granted that no Man knows: But 
how far the ordinary Cour ſe of Nature goes; that is 
to ſay, what is the State and Condition of Things, 
% far as they appear to us; what are the com- 
mon Effects of ſuch and ſuch Cauſes, and tlie 


uſual Cauſes of ſuch and ſuch Effects; we all of 


us in a very great Meaſure do know, and every 


Day learn from our conſtant Experience. and 
Obſervation, 


If then I ſhould ſee a Cauſe, duly applied, pod Oh 


yet not produce its uſual Effect, or an Effect pro- 
duced by a Cauſe in all appearance uni to 
it; altho? [ thould not oy this is n, be- 


vond 93 
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onſequence will not be denied, that therefore . 


bt by himſelf ian 


and thus 5 | 
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things, that do not imply a Contradiction, are 


poſſible) yet I very well might ſay, this is beyond 


that 8 Courſe 


Nature, which by my con- 
ſtant Experience 1 


that God has eftabliſhe 


nin the World; . I ſhould eall by 


the Name of a Vonder. 


A gain, If a rational A t mould whit about 

ffect, in outward rance GE from 

the ordinary Courſe of lature'; | but yet ( 
mould approhend) did this by foe ſecret 
Method of applying fuch Cauſes, as in the com- 
mon Nature of thing were proper, and of Force 

_ ſufficient for ſuch a Production; this I ſhould cal 


the Power of Art. 3 
But if fach an Agent ſhould knowingly and 4. 


fignedly do any thing, in order to produce am 
remarkable Effect; and accordingly ſhould there- 


by produce it, without the leaſt ground to ſuſpelt 


or edge ine the Intervention of any ſuch fort of 
Cauſe; ſuch a Work as this ſo performed 


is what I call by the Name of a Miracle. 
There may, I grant, be divers Caſes, wherein 


a Man may very much doubt, and perhaps not 
be well able to determine, whether ſuch or ſuch 


a Work be a Miracle, or whether it be performed 
ke the Power of Art: But other Inſtances agam 

be ſuppoſed, which, if appearing to be true 
in fact, no Man in his Wits can doubt to be real 


] ard: _ Miracles. For Example; Let us 


ſe a Number of Men, ſome blind, others 


4 lame, maimed, ſick of ſeveral ſorts of Diſeaſes 
or plainly poſſeſſed by evil Spirits ſpeaking with- 


in them, and violently diſtorting their Bodies 
with convulſive Motions; and that all theſe 


thould be healed and cured of their fever tr | 
ie, 


dect A 


| . Power of Nature, (which in one Senſei) 
 *' no other than the, Power of God, to whom al} 
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ladies, by a Touch ug + Ho barely by a Word 
ſpeaking; could any Man be ſo extravagant as 
to ſay, that all this might poſſibly be performed 
by ſome ſecret Art, whereby a Man might be en- 
ibled to apply proper natural Cauſes, (in the com- 
mon acceptation of that Expreſſion) ſufficient to 
the production of theſe Effects? Suppoſe five or 
ſeven Loaves, of a common bigneſs, to be broken 
and diſtributed among four or five "Thouſand 
on i hungry Men, and to give them all a full Meal; 
ud even the Fragments that remained, to be 
5 more in quantity than the Loaves themſelves were: 
Or, laſtly, to omit other Inſtances ;- Suppoſe one 


Man to be dead, and carrying to his Burial 
cal BY another to have lain four Days in his Grave; and 
a third to have been crucified, and a Spear thruſt 
4. into his very Entrails, and then to have lain in 
che Sepulchre to the third Pay; and all of theſe 


to have been raiſed again, and actually reſtored 
ed BY © Life: If a Man ſhould allow the Facts to be 
ot true, and yet deny them to be miraculous, in the 
nel Senſe that I have now explained the Word, the 
whole World certainly would look upon him to 
be moſt unreaſonably obſtinate. OLIN 
If Miracles were really wrought and urged for 
the Confirmation of any Doctrine, which my Rea 
nel don moſt plainly aſſured me implied a HOY 
> diction, or were unworthy of God, and not to be 
reconciled with his known Attributes; ſuch a Docs 
uine as this I could not believe, or give my Aﬀent 
A to, whatever were done or pretended to be done, 
“bor the eſtabliſhing of it. For to give Aﬀent at 
ich- the ſame time to Contradictions, is abſolutely im- 
fro poffible; and fince our Reaſon aſſures us, that 
5 GOD, who is Eternal, Immortal, and abſolutel 
7 Perſect, is therefore altogether Unchangeable; it 
* mult follow, that whatever is contrary to any of his 
* 0 | 2 7 Attributes, 


—— W ene 


TR 


2 — 2 ga 3” 4 — — can p = 
22344 TTL. IT OO . AA . ere ent re — 


A TIS LD Rr .. fc 


= = = 2 — ** 
r —— 


ä 2 


any time be altered. 


2 


7 


62 RELIOION Tryed Sect. XVI. 
Attributes, muſt of neceſſity imply a Contradie 
tion: And therefore when I had made the utmol 
Enquiry 1 could into ſuch Miracles as theſe, if 
were not able to detect them of Art, or Impoſtun 
I could only look upon them as wrought by ſome 
evil Spirit, [ Deut. xiii. 3. Mat. xxiv. 24.) and per 
mitted hy God, as a Trial of our Faith and Ad. 
herence to him. But if, upon the ſtricteſt Exam. 
nation, the Doctrine, however above the reach of 
my Underſtanding to comprehend, ſhould-appen 
to have nothing contradictory, either in it or conſe- 
quent from it, nor to contain or imply any thing, 
that were contrary to what I believe of God: 
and the Miracles wrought for the Confirmation d 
it, were really and truly ſuch, as they were pre- 
tended to be; ſuch a Doctrine as this I ſhould 
look upon, as having all the Evidence of Divine 
Authority that could be defired : Nor could I ap- 
prehend, for what other Reaſon God, in ſucha 
.Caſe as this, ſhould work Miracles or cauſe them 
to be wrought, but only in order to beget in Meh 
a2 firm Belief of ſuch Doctrine. If God by x 
Voice from Heaven ſhould tell me, that ſucha 
Doctrine were true; this would be no more but 
a Miracle; and every other Miracle, in the Caſe 
ſuppofed, would appear to me to be as full an 
Atteſtation from him, who is the Author and 
Controller of Nature, and without whoſe Power 
or particular Permiſſion, the Courſe of it cannotat 


| Now take the whole Syſtem of Chriſtian De 
trine, (not as it is altered or corrupted by this or 
that Sect or Party, but) as it is delivered to us pure 
and unmixt in the Scriptures ; and altho' there may 
.. be ſome things obſcure and above the reach of our 
_ Underſtanding ; yet is there nothing in jt that can 

be pretended to imply a Contradictiun; Os 


KY 2 


Wed. xvII 55 1e Teſt of R-na50w. 63 
the whole Frame of it is altogether worthy of God, 


| ; and agreeable to his Attributes, I bave already 
bc 19 ufficiently ſhewn from the intrinſiek Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs that appears to be in it; and therefore 
ſince ſo many Miracles (in the proper Acceptation 
of that Word) were wrought by our Saviour Jeſus 


vi Chriſt, his Apoſtles and Diſciples, for the Confir- 
m. mation of this Doctrine (as n 
h of erery one who reads the four Goſpels and the A#s 
= Ul the Apoſtles} it unqueſtionably muſt follow; 
d. kom what has been faid, that the Doctrine its 


ſelf is from God, and that he is the Author and 


Pp Approver of it. We 1 
And if any one ſhall queſtion the Truth of theſe 
ay Wy formed according as they are recorded in the Hiſto- 


ry of the New Teffament; ſor his Conviction I need 
only appeal to the many and great Sufferings of the 
Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt, (many of whom 
were Eye-witneſſes of all that was done; and others 
received the Relation from their concurrent Teſti- 


4 mnny) who continually expoſed themſelves (as is 
A a moſt notorious and undenied) to all manner of Per- 
but ſecutions and Forments, and even to Death itſelf, 
ae only upon the Account of this ſame Teſtimony 
in BY bich they gave to the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and 


all other the Miracles which were wrought by him 
and his Diſciples for the Confirmation of that Doc- - 
trine and Religion which they taught and preach- 
ed: And that ſuch great Numbers of Men ſhould 


%. readily undergo fo many great and bitter Suffer- 
o ings, without either inquiring into, or being well 


allured of the Facts upon which all they ſuffered 
tor entirely depended, is a thing in itſelf, alto» 
gether incredible. 5 5 

Some, who are obſtinate, will perhaps ſay, that 


1 if Chriſtianity may be 1 2 by Miracles, ſo may 


Popery 


r 1610 xn Tryed Sect. XVII. 


Popery too: For the Papiſts with great Aſſurance 
make that Plea, even for thoſe Doctrines and Prac. 
tices in particular, whereby they are diſtinguiſhed 
from other Chriſtians : But (to ſay nothing yet; 
while of the monſtrous Abſurdities of Popery ; Will © 
| which to an impartial Man muſt {till appear ver 
hard if not impoſſible to be digeſted, whatever Prod b 
we may ſuppoſe them to have for their Miracles, 
to ſay nothing of this, I ſay) between the Mira Wt © 
cles that were . wrought for the eſtabliſhing of t 
| Chriſtianity; and thoſe which the Church of Nm WM" 
- alledges in behalf of her peculiar Tenets, there t 
are theſe four very remarkable Differences. 8 
Firſt, The Chriſtian Miracles are all of then WW © 
grave and ferious; the Popiſh ones generally are 
trifling and childiſh ; as will abundantly appear W* 
to every one who compares the four Goſpels and the 
Ads of tbe Apoſtles, with the Legends and Lives of 1 
the [pretended] Saints received in the Church of Wil © 


ome. | p 1535 0 
Secondly, The Chriſtian Miracles were immedi- 
ately publiſhed to the World, as ſoon as they Wl 
were wrought ; whereby all Men had an Opportu- " 


nity of making a full and impartial Inquiry into | 
the Truth and Reality of them: Whereas the WW 
moſt. conſiderable of the Popiſh ones have ſcarce 
ever been mentioned, until ſome Generations F 
after the Time that they are pretended to have il 
been performed. 


Thirdly, The Chriſtian Miracles were immedi- K 
ately and publickly atteſted by a ſufficient Num- R 
ber of Witneſſes ; all of them Men of great Ho- 8 

neſty and Simplicity; who neither would nor “ 
could have contrived ſuch a Forgery ; by which : 
(if a Forgery it were) they could not have the Bl | 
leaſt Profpeck of Advantage, but altogether of 


great and grievous Sufferings. Whereas the Popi Bi, 
a Yo: Miracles 
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Miracles have ſeldom been publiſhed: until long 
after the Death of the pretended Witneſſes; and 
even thoſe Witneſſes ſuch as were no Sufferers, but 
Gainers by their Teſtimony, and therefore, for 
that as well as other Reaſons, the more liable to 
be ſuſpected. i nn 8 
Fourthiy, So convincing was the Evidence, which 
every where was offered for the Chriſtian Miracles, 
that they almoſt univerſally gained Belief, even 
from Enemies as well as Friends; nor did any of 
thoſe who antiently oppoſed our Religion, deny or 
gainſay the Matters of Fact; but only endeavoured 
to bring other Solutions 'for the Argument which 


rs the primitive Chriſtians brought from that To- 
ear pick; whereas the Popiſh Miracles have been ſo 
ar from gaining Credit (even in point of Fact) 


of Wong their Adverſaries; that their own ſober and 
learned Men do not appear to believe the Truth 
of much the greateſt Part of them, 11 
I, Let thefe four things then (in themſelves ſuffici- 
ently notorious, and which my intended Brevit 


ey | | 
u. vill not allow me to enlarge upon) be thoroughly 
th and ſeriouſly conſidered ; and it will ſoon appear 


he chat altho' the Argument from Miracles holds 
ſtrongly and unanſwerably in the behalf of Chriſ- 


5 tianity; yet nothing can fairly be drawn from the 
like Topick for the Eſtabliſhment of Popery. _ 


1 . XVIII. At laſt then I am come to the 
1. fourth Argument, whereby we prove that Chriſti- 
n- anity is from God; and that is drawn from the 
. ereat Succeſs which is met with at its firſt Appear- 
W ance in the World. . 

ch erant indeed that Succeſs alone is not ſufficient 
he to prove the Truth or Goodneſs of any Cauſe 
of whatſoever: It being beyond Contradiction no- 

6 WT ious, that Error and Villany have ſometimes 
„been very ſucceſsful. © But where — 


* 


4 


all other the Marks of Truth; and has with 
* Succeſs been propagated, not only by Per- 
ons in an outward Appearance unfit for ſuch 2 
Work, and without the leaſt Proſpect of any tem- 
poral Encouragement; but alſo in oppoſition to m 
many grievous and bitter Perſecutions, by the 
greateſt Powers upon Earth, univerſally raiſed 


againſt it: The very Succeſs, 1 ſay, of ſuch a Rel. No 
gion as this, adds no ſmall Weight to the other vi 
Arguments, that are brought to prove the Divine h 
Authority of it; and in ſuch a Caſe, it may Wt! 
well be ſuppoſed that it is God who gives Men WWW i! 


Power to perform a Work to which of themſelves Wl a 
they are altogether unequal; and when "vaſt Wh 
MAMultitudes every where not only: forſake their old | 
Religion in which they had been bred, and em- p 
brace this which is but newly preached amonęſt Wl ! 
them; but alſo readily and willingly undergo Wi i 
Poverty, Baniſhment, Torments, and even Death WW 
_ itſelf for the ſake of it; it may well be look'd 
upon as a good Argument, not only of the ſtrong 
and clear Conviction which they have of the 
Truth of it, but alſo of a more than ordinary Sup- 
port which they receive from the Hand of God, 
whereby they are enabled for its ſake to bear ſuch 
things as ſeem to ſurpaſs the very Sterngth of hu- 
man Nature, ed | 1 
Now this is exactly the Caſe of Chriſtianity: 
Its own intrinſick Wiſdom and Goodneſs, toge- 
ther with the Propheſies accompliſhed, and Mi 
racles wrought for its Eſtabliſhment, do give it all 
the Marks of Truth, that can reaſonably be de- 
fired; it was at firſt preached by Men, both 
poor and illiterate, all of them except St. Paul; and 
be too a Man but of a very ſmall figure in propor- 
tion to ſo great a Work: And ſo far was it from 
meeting with any temporal anne, 


7 
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the World; that for about three hundred Years + 
together it was always diſcountenanced, ood, 
often moſt inhumanly perſecuted by the Civil 
Powers: Yet ſtill the more it was perſecuted the 


to more it prevailed ; and the Loſs it ſuſtained by 
he the Death of every Martyr was doubly and tre- 
ſed WY bly repaired by the new Converts that daily came 
li- over to it: Until at laſt, without any other 
xr Nviſible Force but that of conſtant Preaching and 
ne holy Living, it triumphed over all the Oppoſition 
ay chat was given to it, by the Learning of the Je- 
en WT iſh Doctors and Heathen Philoſophers ; the Rage 
res and Fury of the common People, and the Swords 
oft WW and Faggots, the Racks and Gibbets, and all other 


Inſtruments of Death that every where were pre- 
n- BW pared for it by the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate : * 
oft: Nor could any thing ſtop its Progreſs until it got 
co full and quiet Poſſeſſion of all the vaſt Dominions 
th of the Roman Empire, and carried its Conqueſts 
50 (how far indeed, for want of Records, we cannot 
no certainly determine; but) very much farther, we 
he are ſure, than ever the Romans were able to extend 
p- their Power. Now altho* we grant Succeſs alone 
d, s not ſufficient to prove the Truth of any Religion; 
ch yet ſuch wonderful Succeſs as this, in Conjunction 
u- with the other Arguments that I have mentioned, 
we take to be an abundant Proof that Chriſtianity 
: rem God, and conſequently is the true Religion. 
e- . XIX. But there are ſome: Difficulties that 
I. certain Men do ſtart upon this Occaſion ; to which 
. it will here be expected that an Anſwer ſhould be 
e given. | 8 SR : 
h Hirt, Since God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, Acts 
ns Wi *. 34. how comes it to paſs that all Nations and 
* People have not alike had the Goſpel preached, 
m and the Benefits of it thereby offered unto them ? 
in Why did not the Apoſtles, or others ſent by thay 
trav 


66 .'RzeriG10nNn Tryed Sect. XI 
muavel into every Part of the World alike? EM. 


much almoſt throughout the Roman Empire; yet 
vers Centuries heard little or nothing of it: Nor 


made known to the North-Eaſt Part of Tartay 


Benefit of all Mankind, and no Man can receive 


Knowledge of it; what imaginable Reaſon can 
be given why this Knowledge ſhould hot fairly | 


mine the Account that Eocleſiaſtical Hiſtory givey 
us of the Progreſs of ; Chriſtianity, ; and you, will 
find, that tho' in a few Years it prevailed very 


many other Countries there were, that for di- 
does it appear to this very Day to have been at all 


and great Part of America; and but very imper- 
fectly in many vaſt Tracts of India, China, and the 
Countries thereunto near adjoining. | Now if God 
Almighty deſigned Chriſtianity for the common 


the Benefit of a Religion without ſome competent 


be offered to every particular Man; and that in 
fuch a manner as to leave him no room to complain 
of any but himſelf: If, by not embracing of the 
Religion, he fall ſhort of the Reward that it pro- 
poſes to its Votaries and Profeflors? s 
Upon this Objection the Adverſaries of Chri- n 
ſtianity lay no ſmall Weight; and many weak e. 
Chriſtians at the firſt are puzzled and perplexed at 


it: I have therefore concealed no part of the x 
Strength of it; and do think that the Force of it WW; 
will be wholly taken away if we duly conſider 
theſe two'things : 2% „ TT 4+ b 

Firſt, That it is no Argument in the leaft to prove; N 
that God has not done a thing, becauſe we are nt Wt, 
able to aſſgn a Reaſon why he has not done more. Why Wl; 
did not he, whole Wiſdom ana Power are inti- Wl , 
nite, create ten thouſand Millions of Worlds? Wl , 

(And if he had done fo, the Queſtion: might fill o 
as well be asked, Why did he not create be Mr 


times as many more?) We know not. But wil 


it therefore follow, that he made never a one at 


all? Why did he not make this World much bet- 


ter than it is; and endow each particular Crea- 
ture with greater Perfections than what they now 


have? (And whatever of this fort he had done, 


ſtill the Queſtion would recur, Why did he not 
do more?) Of this weare altogether ignorant : But 
will this, without more ado, overturn all the Ar- 


uments that are brought to prove, That the 
World was framed and faſhioned by him? And 


becauſe we know not why he did not think fit, 


either to ſend Chriſt ſooner into the World, or to 
cauſe Chriſtianity to be taught, as particularly 
to each Man every where, as Children at School 
do learn their Leſſons; Will this deſtroy the Force 
of all or any of thoſe Proofs, that are brought for 
the Truth and Divine Authority of that Religion ? 
As far as an Argument concludes well, it ought 
to be received : But to reject what is ſolidly and 
ſubſtantially proved, only becauſe ſomething be- 
yond that cannot be proved, or is not true, is 
altogether abſurd and unreaſonable. | 

But {till you will ſay, Why ſhould God puniſh 
Men for not being Chriſtians, if the Goſpel has 
either not at all, or not ſufficiently been preached 


Jor propoſed to them? I anſwer, That this is not 


the Reaſon why he will puniſh ſuch Men: For 
(which is the | „ 
Second thing to be conſidered) no Truth can 
be more evident by its own Light than this, That 
Cod, who is infinitgly juſt, good, and gracious, will 
never puniſh any Man for not doing an impoſſible 
thing; and therefore tho* we know not how far, 
or tor what ſeveral Reaſons he may puniſh thoſe 
who never have had the Knowledge of the Goſpel. 
offered to them; yet to imagine that he will 
puniſh them, for not being Chriſtians, is a palpable 
"X10 1 Miſtake 
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liſtake : It being altogether impoſſible ſor a Ma 
to become a Chriftian, if no. ſufficient Inſtructia 
of that ſort has ever been offered to him. 
F. XX. Another Difficulty to be Cleared up, 
is this; That many Men have in all Ages oppoſet 


" _ Chriſtianity, many have corrupted it; or great - 
\ Diſputes, at leaſt, there have been, and ſtill an, ing 
which are the true and genuine Doctrines ani Wl... 
Precepts of it; in many Places where once h gor 
wholly: prevailed, it has now left its Ground, ow 
given way to Mahometaniſm; and amo Will, 

thoſe who profeſs it, vaſt Multitudes there are who Wl, 
lead their Lives almoſt in a direct Oppoſition to at 
it. Now, if the Evidence for this Religion has il ju 
along from the beginning, been fo. very great and Wl; 


clear, as I have endeavoured to reprefent it; hoy 
is it poſible that ſo many Men did, and ſtilł do nd 
reſiſt the Force of it, and chuſe another and fa p. 
worſe Profeſſion before it? How: could it come 
to be thus adulterated, as we find it is? (Fot | 
among the many contending and contrary Par- ne 
ties, all but one muſt, more or lefs, be Corrup 
tors of that Chriſtianity which in common they 
pretend to.) And, laftly, If the Rewards it pro- 
poſes, and Puniſhments it threatens, are ſo cer- 
tain, as they muſt be, if the Religion itſelf be 
undoubtedly of Divine Authority; it ſeems to be 
beyond Imagination itſelf, that any one Man in 
his Wits ſhould believe this, and yet continue to 
Jead a wicked and ungodly Life. „ 1 
In anſwer hereunto, let it be conſidered, That 
God having made Man a rational Creature, ani 
endowed him with a Power of Choice; does not 
irreliſtably compel him to any thing, only /# 
before him Good and Evil, Life and Death, 22 
and Cu ſing, Deut. xxx. 19. with ſufficient . 
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te chuſe the one, and xeject the other; but with 

full and free Liberty, at the ſame time, to do 
which of the two he pleaſes; and therefore if ne- 
ver ſo many Men do oppoſe or perſecute the true 


Religion, notwithſtanding the moiſt convincing 


Proofs that are offered in the behalf of it; or hav- 
ing embraced it, do yet live contrary to the Rules 
and Precepts of it, or even again renounce or 
forſake it; all this is only an Argument of their 
own Pride, Covetouſneſs, Senſuality, or what- 
ever elſe it is that they ſuffer to prevail in them in 
oppoſition to their Bur! but makes nothing 
at all againſt Religion, which ought always to be 
judged of, by the direct Proof and Evidence that 
is brought for it, and not barely by the Reception 
it meets with in the World; eſpecially if we con- 
ſiler how very often Mens Luſts, Paſſions, and 
Prejudices are permitted to get almoſt an entire 
Aſcendant over their Reaſon. „ 
F. XXI. If it be here demanded, Why did 
not God at firſt create, and afterwards preſerve 
Man in greater Perfection, as to his intellectual 
Powers, than it ſeems he has done? Why does he 
not give him an Underſtanding as well qualified 
to diſcern Truth from Error, and Good from 
Evil, as a good Eye is to diſtinguiſh Light from 
Darkneſs; and alſo a Will immutably fxt upon 
the former, and always averſe to the latter? For 
if this had been done, the Conſequence would be, 
that every Man would moſt certainly embrace the 
true Religion, as ſoon as it ſhould be propoſed to 
him; and when he had once embraced it, would 
always retain and live according to it. ; 
| anſwer, Firſt, That whatever intellectual or 
other Perfections God might have given unto 
Mankind ; as long as they come ſhort of being 
infinite, (of which no created Being is, I ſuppoſe, 
rn EF or 
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or can be capable) there would ſtill be room for 
this ſame Quſtion, Dyy has not God given thy Wi* 
greater Perfections? For the greater Perfe&ions; WW” 
rational Creature is endowed with, the greater b 
degree of Happineſs is he capable of: And ſince WM 2 
0 
e 
t 


it is natural for every ſuch Creature to deſire to 
be as happy as poſſible can be ; if the Will of the 
Almighty Creator is not to ſet bounds unto that 
Deſire, and to be the Rule of it; a way is openel 
for a perpetual Expoſtulation of all the rationa 
part of the Creation, againſt their Creator: Th 
Thing grove may for ever ſay to him that formedit, 
Why haſt thou made me thus © Rom. ix. 20, And 
Angels as well as Men may ſay to God, Why t 
haſt thou not given us ſtill a greater degree of Per- 
fection, that ſo we might be able to attain to the 
like degree of Happineſs ? 55 
Bet, Secondly, altho' it is altogether incon- U 
ſiſtent with God's infinite Goodneſs, that be 
ſhould create any Sort of Beings ; and without 
any Fault by them committed, ſhould put them 
into a State of unavoidable Miſery ; yet, on the 
other hand, it is moſt certain, that he neither i 
nor can be a Debtor to any of his Creatures, be- 
yond what he, by his own voluntary Promiſe, at: 
any time thinks fit to make himſelf: And therefore 
whatever Portion of Good he is pleaſed to beſtow 
on any of them, it is an Inſtance of his Bounty and 
Beneficence to the Work of his Hands: And as 
- he who has received but one Talent, is accountable 
for no more but what he has received; ſo is he # 
truly obliged to be content with, and thankful for 
it, as any other that is entruſted with a greater 
Number. | e | 
And here let me a little expoſtulate this matte! 
with thoſe Men, who, by ſuch fort of Dela. 


and Objections as theſe, do preſume to arrai 

and call in queſtion the infinite #7/dom and Good- 
neſs even of God himſelf, Of both theſe Attri- 
butes, as well as of his Almighty-Power, he has 


even us abundant Evidence both in the Structure 


of the World, and the Revelation and Propa- 
ration of the Chriſtian Religion : But, fay ſome, 
the World is not as well contrived, nor the ſeve- 
ral Parts of it, and Beings that belong to it, as 


perfect as they might have been: And hence they 


would infer, either that it was not made by God 
at all, or that he is not as wiſe and good as we 
would repreſent him. And the like Objection 
they frame againſt Chriſtianity; becauſe Multi- 
tudes that profeſs it live contrary to it; and ma- 
ny Millions have gone off the Stage, and ſtill 
continue to do ſo, without ever having had the 
leaſt Knowledge or Inſtruction in it. 3 
But what intolerable Arrogance is this, thus to 
deny, or even doubt of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God, (for which ſuch unanſwerable Arguments 
are produced) only becauſe our ſhort and narrow 
Underſtanding is not able to fathom or compre- 
hend them? Do we know the utmo/# Deſign that 
God has in framing of the Univerſe, and each and 
every Part thereof, with all and every the Crea- 
tures that are, or, for ought we know, may be in 
the ieveral Regions of it, and the fartheſt Extent _ 
of that Subordination, which all theſe Creatures 
have one to another, in order to that Deſign ? 
And if every created Being has Perfection ſuffi- 
cient for that end, for which God made it, is not 


this enough for that Station in which it is placed | 


No doubt but God, if he ſo pleaſed, might have 
made the craggy Hills and Mountains, moſt fruit- 
ful and delightful Plains; but if he has thought 
fit to have theſe great Uneveneſſes in the Earth, 


3 


for the better ſupplying of the whole With Raj, 


Fountains and Rivers; dare we take upon us th 
find fault with his Workmanſhip ? He might hate 
cauſed the Earth to produce not only All forts of 
Fruit and Corn, without any Tillage, but alle 
Houſes ready fitted for the Reception and Hab. 
tation of Man: But ſhall we grumble, becauſe 
matters are ſo ordered that we cannot have theſe 
things without. the Intervention of our own Care 
and Induſtry? He might have given rational 
Souls to the Brutes, and created Man with all the 
Perfections of an Angel; but if he has though 
fit to make them juſt ſuch as they are, that the 
Beaſts may be the more ſerviceable to Man, and 


Man undergo a Trial here, in order to his Re- 
ward or Puniſhment hereafter ; ought not this 


rather to raiſe our Admiration of the Divine Wil⸗ 


dom and Goodneſs, than to move us in the leaft 


to call them in queſtion? And laſtly, (to omit 
all other Inſtances) it was and is always in hi 
Power to give every Man throughout the whole 
World, moſt full and perfect Information of al 
the Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſtianity, toge- 
ther with the Grounds and Reaſons of them: But 


he has not done ſo; and who can tell whether be 
intends, at the laſt Day, to call any Man. to 


an Account for more than what he has. received! 
That is to ſay, for the Abilities and Opportuni- 
ties, which in his Life-time he had, of gaining 

Knowledge of the Truth, and putting that Know- 
ledge into Practice, in that Place and Station 


wherein he in his Providence has thought fit to. 


place him. 


To conclude this Point: If Man will but alloy 


that God is or may be very much wiſer than him- 
ſelf, he will eafily be content with thoſe mol 
pregnant Proofs he has ſo clearly given us, wy 
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in, Power; and whatever comes to paſs that human 
10. Reaſon is not able otherwiſe to account for, he 
ave WY will always believe it to be deſigned and directed 
of by God to ſome ood End, in order to the better 
lo and more regular Adminiſtration of the Univerſe; 
bi. altho' we at preſent have no way of coming to 
ule the particular Knowledge of it. A thouſand 
ele things may, with the greateſt Juſtice and Pru- 
aue dence, be tranſacted and done by a Prince and 
nal i his Council, of which every private Man, tho' of 
the very good Underſtanding in his own proper Al- 
elit WW fairs, may yet, from the outward Appearance, be 
able to frame no competent Judgment; and for 
and Wi any of us to call in queſtion the Wiſdom or 
Ws Goodneſs of God's Adminiſtration, (of which the 
ns i Reaſons are altogether beyond our Capacity) is 
Til. not only very great, Preſumption, but a together 
eat as fooliſh alſo and abſurd, as if a deaf Man 
mit i ſhould paſs his Judgment on the Diſtinction of 
bis Sounds, or a Man born blind on the Difference of 
ole WF Light and Colours. „ 

al F. XXII. But the Preſumption of ſome Men 
7 goes yet farther, and demands, What Neceſſity 
uo there is of any Revealed Religion at all? Does 
de not Reaſon, if duly attended to, moſt certainly 
1-0 inform us of the Being of God, together with his 
el! Attributes of Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice and Good- 
neſs? And may we not from theſe Attributes as 
un os evidently infer that his Will alſo is, as far as we 
are concerned in it; that is to fay, as far as it is 
either a Rule of Duty to us, or a Ground to hope 
for a Reward, if we obey ;, and to expect Puniffi- 
ment, in caſe we are diſobedient? Read thoſe 
Authors who have learnedly and judiciouſly 
nandled theſe Subjects, and you will find the 


Truth and Authority of Natural Religion ſo fully 
| G 2 _ demonſtrated ; 


of bis infinite Wiſdom and, Goodneſs, as. well as 
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demonſtrated ; the Duties of it, as they reſped 
both God and Man, fo clearly deſcribed, a 
their Obligation ſo evidently proved; as to re- 


quire nothing more but Conformity and Obei 
. ence thereunto, to render Man as happy as he i 


capable of in this Life; and ſufficiently to quali 
him for whatever farther Happineſs' God hat 
been pleaſed to deſign for him in that which is 0 
come: And all this from the Principles of Reaſon 
alone, and antecedent to any manner of Reyelz 
tion, Since then the very utmoſt Deſign of Rel- 
gion is to make Men happy here, and qualify 
them for Happineſs in the Life to come ; and al 
this may ſufficiently be provided for by Reaſon 


alone, if every Man would but impartially folloy 


it; why ſhould we imagine that God hath made 
any ſupernatural Revelation of Religion at al, 
ſince the utmoſt End that he can be ſuppoſel 


thereby to propoſe to himſelf, may as well be ac- 


compliſhed by every Man's attending to that 
Light of Reaſon, which his Creator hath in 
planted in his very Nature? _ „„ 

But ſuppoſe we were altogether unable to diſ- 
cover the leaſt Neceſſity of Revelation; would it 


follow from hence that therefore there neither is, 


nor can be any ſuch thing? Whether God hath 


been ever pleaſed to make any ſupernatural Re- 
velation of himſelf or his Will; is a Queſtion of 
Fact; and if a Fa# be ſufficiently proved by pro- 
per Arguments, that is to ſay, by the Teſtimony 
of unexceptionable Witneſſes, is it reaſonable for 
any Man to ſay, that the thing is not ſo, only 
becauſe he cannot tell why it ſhould be ſo? And 
may not God in his infinite Wiſdom ſee very juſt 
Cauſes for the doing of many things, of which we 


may be altogether ignorant; Whoſoever doth but 
a little conſider both the Clearnefs and Boundleſs 
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neſs of God's Knowledge, and compare it with - 
the Darkneſs and Narrowneſs of Man's Under- 
al ſtanding, can never ſure have the Confidence to 
le make fuch fort of Objections as theſe. 8 
A However, let us yield a little to debate this mat» 

© Wer with the Objectors. There is no doubt to be 
lf made but God, if he had fo pleafed, might much 
farther have enlightened every Man's natural Un- 
. derſtanding than what he hath done, and there- 
by alone, without any ſupernatural Revelation, 
have given them ſuch an Inſight into Things di- 
eine, as that their Reaſon alone might have been, 
li a ſufficient Rule both of Faith and Practice to 
A em. But the Queſtion is not at preſent, Nhat 
wh fan might have done, but what he actually hath. 
on done ; and if he bath thought fit to ſuperadd to 
Reaſon another and farther Rule of Neuelation, 


ay vi any Man venture to fay that he hath not 
ſel BY fufficient Authority for ſo doing 

Ws But where is the Neceſſity, ſay they, of Revela- 
hat WY ten, ſince God might have governed the whole 
i World, as it is manifeſt he hath done a great 
ye part of it, without it? And ſhall we fuppoſe the 


al-wiſe God to have done any thing that is un- 
5 rler; or (in other terms) in vain ? | ; 
anſwer, That if by. Neceſſity here is meant an 

) abſolute and unavoidable Neceſſity, it is moſt evi- 
„ent that God (whoſe Freedom of Action is eſſen- 

tial to his infinite Perfection) has done very many 


things without any ſuch Neceſſity as this incum- 
90 dent on him: Nor can _ other Account be 
= given, why he made the World, and all the ſe- 


veral ſorts of Beings that are in it, and endowed 
them ſeverally with ſuch various Properties and 
Powers as are found to be in them; But that it 
was his own Good-will and Pleaſure ſo to do; 
and that in order to ſuch Ends and Purpoſes, as 


— 
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he, in his infinite Wiſdom, thought fit to | by 

down and eſtabliſh. ] 
But if by Neceſſity, no- more is meant but only 

a great Congruity and Aptitude, in order to the 
bringing about ſome wiſe and good End, then, in 
| anſwer to the Queſtion propoſed, I return theſe 
following things : 

Firſt, It is not to be doubted, but that God 
ws have many wife and great Ends to accom- 
pliſh; and may adapt the moſt proper means to 
each. ſeveral End, far beyond what we poor ſhal- 
Tow Mortals are able (at leaſt whilſt we are in 
this Life) to comprehend. Although therefore we 
could ſee no manner of Neceſſity for Revelation, 
in order to any End that we can imagine, it wil 
not follow but that God may know it to be.high- 
2 ly neceſſary, and by much the moſt proper means 
or the bringing to Effect certain Deſigns of his 


own, which in themſelves are moſt wiſe and 


good; although as yet perhaps altogether un» 
known, or unfathomable to us. 

Secondly, As far as the Ends which God hath 
propoſed to himſelf are made known to us, of 
we are able to dive into them, - it evidently ap- 
. pears, that thoſe ſeveral Revelations, which he 
| hath been pleaſed to make of himſelf and of his 
Will to. the World, were in their own nature 
very proper, (and in that Senſe neceſſary) in or- 
der to the Accompliſhment of them. 

All ſober Men, who own that there is a Gol, 
allow him, at the ſame time, to be infinitely 
Wiſe, Good and Fuft ; and therefore whatever he 
does, in purſuance of any one of theſe Attributes, 
muſt always be ſuppoſed to be fully conſiſtent | 
with the other two. 

From the Relation alſo that rational Creatures 
bear both to God, and t to each ra z it is 2 


ea. XXII. 3y the Teltof RzaSon. 79 
ed that there ariſe certain unchan eable Rules, or 
Meaſures of Moral Good and Evil, which we call 
ls WY Natural Laus. ff OO 
be Whatever is morally evil God cannot do, be- 
in WS cauſe it is 9 contrary to his very Nature 
ſe and eſſential Attributes. . 1 8 
Now God having made Man a rational as well 

d as ſenſitive Creature, and given him an immortal 
1- oul, as well as a mortal Body, one Endor De- 
ſign, which his Wiſdom and Goodneſs are al- 
ways ſuppoſed to have had. in the Creation of 
ſuch a Being, was to put him into a Capacity of 
being eternally- happy in. another Life, after this 
ſhall have an end. 1 „ 

One eſſential Part of the Happineſs of a ratio- 
nal Creature, as ſuch, neceſſarily conſiſts in the 
Satisfaction that ariſes from his having voluntarily 
given Obedience to ſuch aatural Laws, or un- 
1d i changeable Rules of Good, as are above- mentioned; 
for where Reaſon. exerts itſelf, and this Satiſ- 
faction is wanting, Remorſe of Conſcience muſt 
th. WJ ariſe, which is always deſtructive of Happineſs. 
or: And if a rational. Creature obſtinately conti- 
„ WJ ues in Diſobedience to thoſe Laws, without any 
” true Repentance or Amendment, it would be 


« . 
* 


is Wi contrary to God's eſſential Juſtice to make fuch a 


re Creature eternally happy, if we could ſuppoſe 
„him, while he ſo continued, to be capable of it. 
5 Granting then what both Sides agree in, That 
!, WH God at firſt ſent Man into this World as a. Can- 
date for eternal Happineſs, to be obtained by 
le his Obedience to theſe ſame Laws; and endowed 
„ him with Reaſon and Underſtanding: ſufficient to 
make a full Diſcovery of them; if all the Reve- 
lations that he hath thought fit to make, ſhould 
3 BY *Ppear only to be conſent with this Deſign ; even 
das alone were ſufficient abundantly to juſtify him 
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(whoſe Authority over his Creatures hath no other 
+ 5g but his own Goodneſs) in the making gf 
them. 1 . 
et all the Revelations then that God hatt 
made (as they are recorded both in the Old and 
New Teſtament) be ſtrictly examined and enqui- 
ed into; and what even ſeeming Vaconſiſteuq 
can there be found between any of them, and 
any one of thoſe natural and unchangeable Lays, 
which by Reaſon we are able to diſcover? _ 
But you will ſay, that there are many things in 
the Old and ſome in the New Teſſament, which 
though not incanſiſtent with, yet are altogether fi- 
peradded to the natural Laws : T grant it, but then 
Z . EE OY 
. Firſt, That God hath an undoubted Authority 
to lay what pofitive Injunqtions he thinks fit upon 
his own Creatures: Nor can ſuch Injunfios be 
5 N way made known unto us than by. Re- 
velation. 3 3 
Secondly, That when once ſuch Injunctions arg 
made known, our Obedience to them becomes 2 
Duty, by virtue of that general Sanction of the 
natural Law, That Gd is to be obeyed. in all thing., 
Thirdly, That moſt, if not all, of thoſe paſtiut 
Injunctions, which God hath at any Time been 
pleaſed to lay on Men, have always been deſign- 
ed, and in their own nature fit, for the bettet 
Enforcement of the Duties of the natural Lau; 
either by awakening them into a more - awful, 
Apprehenſion of the Divine Majeſty, or being a 
It were a Fence about certain Precepts of the 
natural Law, to keep them at the greater Diltance 
from the Tranſgreſſion of them. N Tanate 5 
Fourthly, That a very great and moſt material 
(that is to ſay, all that we call the moral) Part of 
whatever Revelation God bath been Do 
PERS | * ie 
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make, is no more but a clear and full Declaration 
of thoſe very Duties, which by the natural Law 
we are obliged to perform; and conſequently no 
{mall Help to our Reaſon; which, wherever this. 
Light of Revelation hath been wanting, hath not 
been ſufficient to keep Men from the moſt great 
and, groſs Abſurdities in matters that relate to God, 
and Religiengn, & „ ee 
And laſtly, Whereas it is very hard to ſuppoſe, 
that ſuch a Creature as Man ſhould take much 
Pains, and encounter many Difficulties in the 
Diſcharge of his Duty, unleſs he were awed on 
the one hand by the Fear of Puniſhment ; and on 
the other, encouraged by the Hope of ſome Aſſiſt- 
ance here, and a ſufficient Reward hereafter ; and 
the Doctrines of God's puniſhing the wicked, and 
both aſſiſting and rewarding of good Men, are 
but ſomewhat obſcurely ſuggeſted to us by Reaſon 
alone: It certainly muſt be allowed as highly 
agreeable to God's Deſign in the Creation of Man- 4 
kind, that theſe things ſhould be more clearly ß, 
and fully made known unto us by Revelation | 
thereby to work the more effectually both upon 
our Hopes and our Fears, in order to keep us up 
cloſe to our Duty, notwithſtanding the many 
Difficulties and Diſcouragements which we often 
meet with in the Performance of it. 5 
True, it may be you will ſay, that God hath 
ſuffcient Power and Authority, not only by Re- 
velation to aſſiſt our Reaſon; but alſo by the 
lame Means to make known Truths, and lay 
politive InjunEtions on us in Matters of Religion, 
beyond what Reaſon of itſelf could poſlibly diſ- 
cover; may well enough be. granted; , but {till 
the Difficulty remains, and it will be asked, Why 
this Reyelation (if any ſuch there hath been) hath "2 
not from time to time been: univerſally made 
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confined to fo ſmall a Number: 


to. all Mankind; but always ha 


h, and fill pf 
But this Queſtion plainly ſuppoſes the Neil 


of Revelation in the Senſe that we maintain it; 


that is to ſay, the great Congruity and Uſefulnek 


of it; and demands only why the Extent of iti; 


not univerſal to each particular Man. To which 


having already given, think, a ſufficient Anſwer, 
I ſhall not tire the Reader with an unneceſſary] 


Repetition of it. | 
Only this Tthink J may very well add, that i 
is at leaſt highly probable, that almoſt all the Knaw: 


leage whith we haveinthe World even of natural Lay 


and Religion is wholly owing to Revelation, As in 
Geometry (for Example) a moſt difficult Theoreme 


when it is once demonſtrated, is ſo plain to the 
- Reaſon of every Man who underſtands the Demon: 


ftration, that every Man is very apt to- think 
that he could himſelf have found it out; and yet 
thouſands of good Geometricians there are, and 
have. been, who.never would [of themſelves] have, 
found out the Demonſtrations of that Science, i 
have had any Notion of them, if they had 
not been taught by others; ſo altho' the Doctrine 
and Rules of natural Law and Religion are, in my 


Opinion, demonſtrably deducive from ſuch Pri 
ciples as every Man in his Wits muſt allow to be 
true; yet, ſuppoſing the Reaſon of Mankind to be 


juſt the ſame as now it is, it is very plain that few, 
or perhaps none, would have made any Deduction, 
or at leaſt have gone very far in it, if the Mink 


of ſome Men had not been enlightened by 
| Revelation; and that Light in a greater. or leb 
Meaſure derived down unto others. 

When God firſt made Man he did not leave 


him only to gather what Knowledge he could by 
the Strength of his own Reaſon, from the. Wer 
I | | £ B44 : 0 
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Set. X 


2 


tion God was pleaſed, even after the Fall of Man, 
in ſome Meaſure to continue; as appears in the 
Account which the Holy Scripture 3 us of Cain 


and Abel, Noah, Abraham, 4 ſeph, Maſer, and 


the Prophets; and after ſome Intermiſſion, to re- 


new the ſame by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
And that ſome Footſteps of ſome of theſe Reve- 


time remain throughout the whole World, ap- 


ſhiping the Deity by Sacrifices, which every where 
was retained amongſt all Nations, as far as we 
have any Account of them in ancient Hiſtory, 
whether true or fabulous. Of which univerſal 
Cuſtom, every where prevailing amongſt the moſt 
iftant People, no rational Account can be given 
from any of the Principles of Natural Religion ; 
nor indeed any other but this one (that will bear 
the utmoſt Teſt) viz. that it was firſt immedi- 


ately taught unto Man by God himſelf ; and then 


derived down and propagated from one Genera- 
ton to another, $75.75 


For to ſay nothing of Cain and Abel, (Gen. iv. 


3, 4,) or what paſſed before the Flood; preſently 
after it we find Noah (who had an immediate In- 
tercourſe with God by Revelation) building an 

tar, and offering Burnt-effering upon it, Gen. viii. 


20. and what he thus did himſelf, it cannot be 


ubted but he taught his Children alſo to 1 
| | . Ot 


15 by the Teſt of R E ASO N. 83 | 
of the Creation and the Order and Courſe of Na- 
ture; but gave him what Inſtruction was farther _ 
iecelſary by immediate Revelation, Gen. i. 28, 
Ec. whereby Adam was alſo enabled to teach and 
inſtruct, and propagate Knowledge amongſt His 
Potter. 
This way of teaching us by immediate Revela- 


lations [at leaſt] did, almoſt as univerſally as 
Mankind, ſpread themſelves, and for a ver long 


pears I think moſt plainly from that Cuſtom of wor- 


wo 
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Not to mention Abraham; from whom not only | 
_ the maelites and Iſraelites (who were very nume. 
| rous) but alſo ſeveral other Nations ſprang, by 
thoſe Children which his laſt Wife Keturah bar 


unto him, Gen. xxv. 2, : 


That ſome Knowledge alſo of the Religion of 


Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Foſeph, Moſes, and the 


* {fraelites (which came to them by Revelation) muſt 
needs be propagated amongſt the neighbouring 


Nations, where they dwelt, or any of them tra- 


velled; and particularly amongſt the Egypion 


and Phenicians (from whence it is notorious: that 
all the Grecian Learning was derived) is what no 


one ſure will deny; that the races Religion 
became farther known in the Fa 


'orld by the ſeve- 
ral Conqueſts, Diſperſions, and Captivities of that 


People, by the Tranſlation of their Scriptures into 


the Greet Tongue (very generally underſtood) 
about three hundred Years before the coming df 
Chriſt, is very natural to believe. And Luft, 


that Chriſtianity was in a few Years far and near 


propagated in the World, is as well known as any 
tang in Hiſtory, | . 


ow wherever any Knowledge of the things n 


the above-mentioned Revelations or any of them 
was propagated or received; notwithſtanding the 
many Errors, Corruptions and Fables, which 


were therewith mixed, yet ſtill it ſerved as a Fer: 
ment to ſtir up natural Conſcience, and prelerye 
| ſome Senſe of Religion amongſt thoſe Nations, 


And on the contrary, wherever we find a People 
to have loſt all Senſe of Revelation and revealed 
Truths, ſcarce any Footſteps even of natural Re- 
ligion are to be found amongſt them. 
Thus, for Example, it is notorious that the 
ancient fabulous Theology, received by the Gr 
cians, and from thence derived to the Komans, W® 
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| higher and more ſpiritual 


in a great Meaſure a Corruption of, together with 
many Additions to ſome Part of thoſe Revelations, 
which are contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, for the Proof of which we need go 


no farther than the Hiſtory of the Creation and De- 


luge, as it is related in the very beginning of Ovid's 
Meeamorfhaſis and how great a Senſe of Religion 
and Conſcience, the Apprehenſion of theſe and 
ſuch like Things, kept up in both thoſe People, is 
too well known from their Hiſtories to need any 


[| farther Proof here, And after that Chriſtianity be- 


gan to be made known throughout the Roman Em- 
pire; it is remarkable that even the Heathen 
Writers exalted both Wo Arr Morality, to a 
egree, than any of 
their Predeceſſors (though Men of as great Parts 
and Learning) had ever done before them : Which 
can probably be attributed to no other Cauſe but 
the Acquaintance which they had with ſome of 
the Notions of the Goſpel. rr 
On the contrary, they who have travelled into 
thoſe Countries, where the ancient Natives have 


| loſt all Senſe or Apprehenſion of any ſuch Thing 


as Revelation, do aſſure us, that they find among 
them ſo very little Sign of any Worſhip of God, or 
Footſtep even of natural Religion, that it is at 
leaſt very doubtful whether they have any manner 
of denſe of God or Religion at all; of which (to 
omit others) the People called Hottentots at the Cape 


7 Good Hope, are a very remarkable Inſtance. 


1 ſhall cloſe my Anſwer to all the foregoin 
Objections with this one Conſideration, which 
take to be abundantly ſufficient to ſurmount all the 
Vifficulties that are or can he contained in them; 
namely that not only Revelation, but in a greft 


Meaſure even Reaſon alſo, from the unequal 


Diſtribution of Good 1 Hs in this Life, aſſure 
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us that there is a Life to come, and à great Dy 

of Account in which Rewards and Puniſhmeti 
ſhall be moſt exactly diſpenſed; and all the P 


ll ſeeming] Inequalities of this World ſo thoroughly 1 
reectiſied and made even, that Virtue which hat 1 


ſometimes here been oppreſſed ſhall have no farther ( 


Reaſon to complain, or bemoan itſelf ; nor prof. Will - 
perous Vice any longer ground to triumph an. 


rejoice, Then it ſhall appear to all the. rational 
part of the Creation, that the Fudge of all tn Wii ; 
_ Earth doth nothing but what is right, Gen, xvili. 25 WM. 
And as the good and faithful Servant (Mat. xxv. 21 

_ ſhall be moſt amply rewarded ; ſo the wicked aui 
 fathful one (ver. 26.) ſhall be ſufficiently puniſhed; 
not for that he had but one Talent (ver. 15,) com- 
mitted to him, or Ability ro manage no more, 
(neither of which are laid to his Charge 251 
Fault) but purely and only becauſe he did nd} 
put his Lord's Money to the Exchangers, ver. 27. thit 
is to ſay, did not make that due Improvemeit 
of the Stock, with which he was entruſted, thathe 
might and ought to have done, Then that Ser- 
_ want which knew his Lord's Will and prepared wt 
himſelf, neither did according to his Wall, ſhall l 

. beaten with many Stripes: But he that knew not, qu 
did commit Things [ in themſelves] worthy of Stripes, 
ball be beaten with few Stripes; for unta whomſuev 
much is given, of him alone] ſhall much be regui. 
red, Luke xii. 47, 48. And as many as have ſinus 

- without [the Revealed] Law {of God] ſhall af 
: periſh without [being judged by that] Law; anda 
many as have ſinned in the Law, Hall be judged , 
the Law, Rom. ii. 12. For when the Gentiles,wbi 
Have not the [Revealed] Law, do by [the Light 0] 
nature the Things contained in the Law, theſe havi 
not the [Revealed] Law, art 4 Law unte ths 
. ver. 14. = | Thi 


cet. XXIII. by zhe-Teſt of REASON. 87 
This World is but as a ſhort Prelude to that 
| vaſt Eternity that is to follow; and we being at 
preſent on the obſcure fide of the Curtain, cannot 
the make a full and perfect Diſcovery of what is yet 
uy in a great meaſure concealed on the other ſide of 
it But from the infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice and 
ner i Goodneſs of God, we may with all affurance 
. conclude, that whenever the Scene ſhall be open- 
and ed, and a full Diſcovery. made to us of all that 
ms to come, as far as we are concerned in the 
th Knowledge of it, all Things will appear ſo right 
25 2nd equitable, and what comes after, ſo exactly 
bed to whatever hath gone before; that without 
an ne lcaſt Scruple, Doubt, or Suſpicion, we ſhall 
ed; an with one accord cry out, that the Judgments 
pm. the Lord are true and righteous altogether, Pl. 
ore, ix. 0. | 1 
h $. XXIII. But it may be objected, That there 
are very ſuffcient Arguments to prove, that the 
Jewiſh Religion was from God; and yet we 
maintain that it is ſuperſeded by Chriſtianity ; 
How then do we know, but that there is ſome 
ether Religion, that comes into the Place of the 
Chriſtian; as the Chriſtian has done into that 
of the Jewiſh? This indeed is the Pretence of 
85 Mahometans; but the Anſwer to it is very 
* | ks 
Whatfoever Things are of moral and eternal 
Goodneſs ; whatſoever Things are in their own_ 
nature honeſt, juſt, pure and lovely, Phil. iv. 8. 


al tranſmitted from Judaiſm into Chriſtianity, 
and there contained in the higheſt degree of Per- 
fedlion. But, for ſuch as are only of poſitive In- 
Hitution, as they are always ſuppoſed to be in 
themſelves alterable by the ſame Authority that 
firſt appointed them; fo it is no leſs than ner: 

| e 


are forever the ſame, and unchangeable, and are 


7 


. 
i 


388 RETIO TO Ted Seck. XII. 


| ſible that they ſhould be all the fame in the Chric- 


tian, as they were in the Jewiſh Religion. The 
«Jſraclites, for Example, who lived within a ſmall 
Tra& of Ground, were obliged by their Law to 
perform ſeveral Acts of Obedience, and Worſhip, Wl 
at certain Times of the Year, at no other Place 
but the Houſe of God; which for many Year, MW 
was the Temple of 7eru/alem, where they who Wl 
lived at the remoter Parts of the Earth, could 
not poſlibly give their Attendance : And this Wi 
alone (to omit many other Conſiderations) is Wl! 
enough to ſhew, that the poſitive Part of the 
Mofaick Law, was only intended for that one 
People; and that too no longer than they ſhould 
remain diſtinct and ſeparate from all other Na- 


tions. Moreover, in all the Revelations that God WI" 
was pleaſed to make of himſelf, even from the WM i 
very time of the Fall of Man, he ſtill thought ft al 
to give plain Intimations of farther Diſcoveries Ml 
that were to be made of his Will to the World: in 
As appears by the Promiſes made by him, That” 
the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpents er 
Head, Gen. ili. 15, That in the Seed of Abraham al W 
the Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, Gen, xxi, e 
18. That Shiloh ſhould come, and unto him jhoult e 
the gathering of the People be, ch. xlix, 10. That 
God would raiſe up unto his People 4 Prophet, Wt "* 
like unto Moſes, whom they ſhould hear, Deut. xvii. the 
15, 18. And in a word, from all theſe Predic- , 
tions in the Old Teſtament, which the Jews, ait 
well as Chriſtians, always did, and ſtill do under- W 
ſtand to foretel the coming of the Meſſiah; wü 
was to tell them all Things, John iv. 25, Where Ho 


in all that Declaration of his Will, which in thel Ch 
laſt Days God has been pleaſed to make unto the 
orld by his Son, Heb. i. 2. there is not the 


leaſt Suggeſtion or Intimation of any 1 
5 : farthe! 
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cc erther Revelation of his Will to be made; but 
he WY altogether the contrary: As abundantly appears 
alt WY from many Paſſages in the New Teſtament ; par- 
to Wl ticularly, from the Promiſe of our Bleſſed Savi- 
p. our, to be with his Diſciples alway even unte the 
ce Wl end of the World, Mat. xxviii. 19, 20, ] in the preach- 
ars ing of the Geſpel, which he had commanded them 
ho Bl to reach all Nations; and above all, from the fre- 
ul quent Aſſurance he has given us, both by him- 
helf and his Apoſtles, that all who ſhall receive 
ibis Doctrine, and conform themſelves to it, ſhall 
the herit eternal Life, Mark xvi. 15, 16. John iii. 
ne 15, 16. which being the utmoſt Reward that Man 
ud is capable of receiving, ſhews, that that Obedi- - 
Ja- Nence, to which this Reward is annexed, is the ut- 
od moſt that God Almighty does or ever will require, 
the WM from any Man whatſoever, So that if once we 
t ft allow the Chriſtian Religion to be from God, (as - 
1 think the Proofs brought for it are beyond all 
imaginable Exceptions) we muſt of neceſſity alſo 
own, that this is the laſt Revelation of himſelf, 
or his Will; that ever he deſigns to make to the 
World, and conſequently that all Pretences to 
new and farther Diſcoveries in Religion, can be 
no better than Impoſture or Deluſion, _ 
9. XXIV. I proceed to the third Queſtion; 
namely, //hy we are Proteſtants and not Papiſts ; of 
the Reformed rather. than the Roman Religion? 
Whatſoever Controverſies have been raiſed, or 
afferent Opinions at any time maintained in the 
World, concerning the divine Inſpiration, Autho- 
ity, Perfection, Interpretation, or Perſpicuity of the 
Holy Scriptures ; yet all who have ever profefled 
Chriſtianity with the leaſt degree of Sobriety (whe 
ther Papiſts or Proteſtants, or of what other. De- 
aonination ſoever they have been) have conſtantly 


and. 


and fully agreed in this; that whatever Doctrinez 


I or Rules of Life are clearly and plainly taught 


and contained in thoſe ſacred Writings; and are 


altogether agreeable to the main Tenor and Deſign 


- of them ; ought always to be received as true and 
obligatory to every Man as far as he has the Op- 
1 of coming to the Knowledge of them. 
Now the whole and intire Religion of a Proteſtant 
is no more but this; to believe and profeſs the 
Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, to be duly baptized 
with Water according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, to 
lead a holy and virtuous Life in the diligent 
Practice of the Duties of Piety and Morality, fre- 
quently to participate of that holy Ordinance of 
Bread and Wine, which takes its Name from 
_ Chriſt's appointing it at his laſt Supper; and laſtly 
to give all due Obedience to that lawful Autho- 
rity both civil and eccleſiaſtical, which, in the 
Courſe of God's Providence, is placed over him; 
nor does any ſober Proteſtant, that I know of, re- 
gquire more than this, as an eſſential part of Re- 


ligion, or abſolutely neceſſary to the Salvation 


of any Chriſtian; and that all this, is clearly, 
plainly, and beyond all Contradiction, con- 
tained and taught in the Holy Scriptures, and al- 
together agrecable to the main Tenor and Deſign 
of them, is not only moſt evident to every one 
who reads them: But alſo fully and freely owned 
and acknowledged by all thoſe who are of the 
Church of Rome; which therefore we take to bea 
very ſufficient Reaſon why we are of the Prote!- 
tant Religion. For whatever Obje&ion may be 
pretended againſt the Name Proteſtant, as being new 
and unheard-of till of late Vears; yet nothing of 
that Nature can be more evident than that the 
Religion which we profeſs, as I have but * 
. | . ſcribe 


. 
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of the Goſpel by the Apoſtles ; being all of it molt 
plainly contained in the Holy Scriptures. © 


Articles, received by our Church, are exprefly 
other Proteſtant Churches publiſhed, are uſually 


and Confeſſions do all of them contain much more 


muſt neceſſarily be, that the Faith or Religion 
of a Proteſtant includes a great deal more - 9 

what I have deſcribed to be in it. 9 : 
conſider that theſe Words Faith and Religion are 
ſometimes taken in a larger, and ſometimes in a 


Doctrine which is authentickly received by any 
Church; tho? not all of it, as abſolutely neceſſary 


or Religion is received, and owned by them: 
And in this Acceptation of the Words, the Faith 
or Religion of a Proteſtant may be faid to contain 
more than what: I have mentioned to be in it: 
But theſe ſame Words, as they are implyed, tho? 
not expreſs*d in my Text, are to be underſtood in 
the ſtricteſt Signification, to denote no more than 
what is ordinarily neceſſary to the Salvation of a 


but that we ſhould be ready to give an Anfwer to 
every Man that askethus a Reaſon of the Hope that is 
nu; or in other Terms; why we hope to be 


ect. XXIV. by the Teſt RE ASU M. gs 
ſcribed it, is as antient as the firſt Propagation 

It may perhaps be objected that the Thirty Nine — 
called Articles of Religion; and the Confeſſiont, by | 
ſtiled Confeſſions of Faith: Now that thefe Articles i | 
than what I have but now ſet dawn as»the whole 


Religion of a Proteſtant, is evident, and/accord- + .. 
ingly acknowledged; and if fo, the Confequence _ 


To this the Anſwer will not be difficult, if we 


more contracted and limited Signification; ſome- 
times they are put to ſignify that whole Syſtem of 


to Church- Communion or eternal Salvation; yet 
as ſound and true, and altogether agreeable to the 
Holy Scriptures, or whatever Rule of Faith 


Chriſtian. * Text requires no more from us, 


ſaved 


—ͤ 
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ſaved in and by that Faith and Religion which 
we profeſs? But to give our Reaſons why we be- 
lieve ſome other Doctrines alfo to be Zrue, (altho 
we do not look upon them as ordinarily neceſſary Wl ;. 
to Salvation) however prudent and proper upon P 
many occaſions it may be, is yet beyond the De- ( 
fen of what my Text preſcribes: Now if we MW Þ 
take the Words Faith and Religion in thy a 
. | Senſe, for no more but what we eſteem to be or- Ml c 
dinarily neceſſary to the Salvation of every Chri- by 
ſtian; there is no ſober Proteſtant, that I know it 
of, who extends his Faith or Religion beyond w. 
thoſe Bounds within which I have but now deſeri- th 
bed it; that is to ſay, requires any more to be expli- 
_ Citly believed or practiſed, in order to the eternal If 
Salvation of a Chriſtian, than thoſe ſeveral Things WM gr. 


* * 


that 1 have mentioned. „„ 
But ſtill a part of the Queſtion continues un- of 
anſwered; nor will it be thought ſufficient bare» of! 
ly for us to ſhew, why we embrace our own Re- th; 
ligion: But it will farther be expected that we the 
ſhould give our Reaſons for refuſing to join with tha 
"the Church of Rome, in the Profeſſion or Practice 
of what they, beyond this, would expect and re- 
— (ß nnd ten AR 
For the clearing up therefore of what remains 
we muſt take notice that the Difference between 
us and the Church of Roms, does not conſiſt in 
this, t hat they deny any thing to be ordinarily 
neceſſary to Salvation, which we affirm fo to be, 
excepting only the Cup in the Holy Communion: 
But the great Difference between us lies in this, 
That in one Inſtance they have deprived the Peo- 
ple of ſomething, which by Chriſt's own Appoint- 
ment (as we apprehend) every Chriſtian, that 
comes to Years of Underitanding, ought to pai- 
take of; I mean the Cup in the Holy . Commu 


nion. 
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nion. And in divers other Inſtances they have 
added to the Chriſtian Religion, ſundry DoEtrines 
and Practices to be received by every one who is 

in Communion with them; which Doctrines and © 
Practices we look on not only to be unneseſſary; 
(for then perhaps we might in ſome. Things, for 
Peace ſake, comply with them) but to be falfe 
and unlawful; and therefore fuch as with a good 
Conſcience we cannot profeſs, or join with them 
in: Andif we can make this our Allepation good, 


it is a ſufficient Reaſon why we neither are nor 3 


will be Papiſts; and ſo compleats our Anſwer to 
this third Queſtion, _ | ES 
To come to the matter then invery few Words. 
If Chriſt's own Appointment be a ſufficient 
ground for that Obligation that lies upon all 
Chriſtians to partake (as they become capable) 
of the Holy Communion, (which no ſober Man 
of the Churchof Rome ever yet, I believe, denied ;}- 
this holds altogether as ſtrongly for drinking of 
the Cup, as it does for eating of the Bread. If. 
that Doctrine which is directly contrary to the 
univerſal Senſe and Reaſon of all Mankind, and 
to divers very plain Paſſages of Holy Scripture 
and relies only and entirely upon a pretended 
literal Interpretation of one fingle Form of Ex 
preſſon, (which, if it be once admitted, will as 
well prove our Bleſſed Saviour to be, in a literal 
Senſe alſo, a Vine, a Rock, and a Door; with ma- 
ny other ſuch Abſurdities) if ſuch a Doctrine as 
this, I ſay, may well be looked upon as falſe; 
then the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, as ſtated 


by the Council of Trent, cannot juſtly be receiv- 
& as true; and with it the e of the Mafs, - 
and Worſhip of the Hoſt, both which entirelß 
rely upon this Doctrine, muſt alſo fall to the 

| | | 8 L | Ground, 


— 


o 


* 


Ground. If we n ee e our Cad, 
and ſerve him only, as our Saviour expreſiy fays, 
Mat. iv. 10. and if the firſt and ſecond Com- 
mandments have ſtill the ſame Meaning, and are 
of the ſame Obligation to us under the Goſpel, 
as they were unto: the Iſraelites under the Mofaick 
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Diſpenſation; then the Invocation and Worſhip ; 


of Saints, Images and. Relicks, as preſcribed and 


practiſed in the Church of Rome, muſt of nece(- 


ſity be not only unlawful, but in a very high 
degree provoking unto God, who has declared 
himſelf to be à jealous God. The Time would fail 
me to. ſpeak of the Pope's Claim of Supremacy, 
his or his Churches pretended. Infallibility, Pur- 
gatory, Indulgences, Maſſes for the Dead, Pri. 
vate Maſſes, Auricular Confeſſion, Penance and 
Satisfaction for Sins, Merits, Works of Superero- 
ation, Pilgrimages, and all the long Train of 

| cal and unlawful or unwarrantable Practices, 
which under the Name and Pretence of s Apo/toliti 
and Ecclgſiaſtical Traditions, Obſervations and Cu- 
1 of the Church, are impoſed: upon the 
Jembers of that Communion ;. and. mult; under: 
the Penalty of Anatbema, be owned. and approv: 
ed of by them: All which Things, being ſeriouſ- 
33 and conſidered, we cannot but con- 
clude, that as we have ſufficient ground for moſt 
heartily embracing the Chriſtian Religion, as i 
is in all Proteſtant Churches. generally profeſſed 
and declared to be neceſſary to Salvation, fo hai 
we abundant Reaſon, for the rejecting all thole 
Additions which the Church of Rome has mad: 
to it, or Alterations in it; and confequently fot 
refuſing to join with that Church (as long as f 
continues thus corrupted) in religious Worlhi 
or Communion. And thus I have at laſt dont 
with the third Queſtion propoſed ; namely, "1 

| . 5 1 


$A NX 
awe are Proteftlants, and neither are nor will be Pa- 
St „ | 83 723 7 ; E — 2332 


p? „ „ 
25 XXV. The fourth Queſtion yet remains; 
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amel, Vi we are Proteftants of the Eftabliſhed 

11 Carel, and not of am Party that difſents or divides 

WH from ber? To which, I think, à fair and fatif- 

| WW faftory Anfwer may in very few Words be given, 

5 Whatever all ſober Proteſtants (I might add 

: Wl 210 and divers learned Papiſts) do maintain to 

be neceſfary to the Salvation of a Chriſtian; we 

an ſhew it all fully and freely to he ad and 
W-cyjoyed in our Church. We believe and profbſs 

4 the true Faith, as delivered in the Creed; We ate 

„all received into the Church by Baptiſm ; we are 

| btaught to lead holy..and virtuous Lives; no part 


of Chriſt's Inſtitution is omitted in the Admi- 
of I niſtration of the Holy Communion ; we have 
Governors, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, law- 
7.1 Wl fully ſet over us, to whom we are required to 
give Obedience ſo far, and no farther than as the 
the Law of God preſcribes: Nor does any ſober Pro- 
der WW teſtant, as I have already ſaid, require. any 
or- more than this, as an eſſential part of Religion, 
eg abſolute neceflity to our everlaſting Happi- 
nels, | 1 


— Again, Some Things may perhaps be eſteemed 
3s profitable in order to Salvation, altho' the 

eſſel cannot be reckoned to be of abſolute neceffity: 
be And whatever there is or may be of this ſort, 
hole may as fully and beneficially be enjoyed amongſt 


made s, as in any Society of Chriſtians whatſoever :” 
y e, who is a Member of our Church, may read 
s be Holy Scriptures and other good Books, attend 


fg Worſhip of God both publickly and private- 
done , hear Sermons, keep Jays of afting or Ab- 
i cence, and do every thing elſe that any way 


tends to his Soul's Health: And this as much 
V and 


96 | ReLic1non: hd SANK! 
and as often as. he pleaſes, or can any wap 
cConduce to his ſpiritual or eternal Welfare. 

Nor is there any thing prefcribed in or re 
. by our Church, that is any way de- 
ſtructive of Salvation, or in the leaſt a hinder- 
- anceto it. Nothing but Sin can any way be 2 
bar to the Salvation of him that profeſſes Chriſ. 
tianity; nor can any thing be reckoned as x 
Sin, x John iii. 4. except it be, either expreſ 
or by good conſequence, a Trauſgreſſion of the Lay 
of God; and where no Lato is, there is no Tranſ- 
greſſion, Rom. iv. 15. Now however ſome of our 
Ceremonies or Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions may 
not be altogether agreeable to the Fancies or 
Deſires of thoſe who reſuſe them, and whatever 
other ObjeCtions are or — be artificially contri 
ved againſt them; yet ſtill there is not any one 
Thing required to be performed by any Member 
of our Communion, that can be proved to be cn 
trary to any of God's Laws, or therefore can juſtly 
be condemned as any way deſtructive of Salvation. 
Now wherever a Church is by Law eſtabliſhed, 

in which all Things any way neceſſary or prof 
table to Salvation may fully and freely be ha 
and enjoyed, and nothing at all deſtructive 0 
Salvation is impoſed upon any Man: From fuch 
. a Church as this, no Man ought to ſeparate ; and 
every one that lives within the Precincts of it, 
ought conſtantly to continue in its Communion, 


r . oo 


And altho' there may be ſome Things in its Con: the 
ſtitution that are not ſo agreeable to his parcicula_ghi fror 
reliſh ; yet as long as he can without Sin, a {uf 
therefore with a good Conſcience, conform f Vo. 
them, he ought not on the Score of any ſuch Thing mer 
as theſe, either to break the Unity, or diſturb W "ib! 
Peace of the Church, or refuſe his Obedience u or 
55 | My, Oo BR 3 | 
„ I] t] 
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e | Authority : And this I take to be a ſuſi= 
cient and ſatisfactory Anſwer to this fourth and 
laſt Queſtion. e Ree 


$, XXVI. But there are two Difficulties that 
ariſe upon the whole, which I muſt endeavour to 


clear up before I conclude. e N 
Hirſt then, it will perhaps be objeCted by thoſe 
of the Church of Rome, that however fair and 


for the Proof of our Religion, may, at the firſt 
View, appear to be; yet, when the Strength of 
them comes to be ſtrictly examined, they will at 


7 WT beſt be found to be no more but probable, and far 

1 WI ſhort of Infallibility: Now the higheſt Probability, 

er fay they, {till includes and implies ſome ſmall 

l Degree, at leaſt of Uncertainty; and conſequently 
ne cannot be a Ground ſufficiently firm, on which a 
e Man may venture his eternal Salvation; and for 
n. this Reaſon they decry all other Men's Perſwa- 
ily WY {101 in Religion but their own, which they ſay is 

on, ſupported by the Infallibiliiy of their Church; 

ed, on therefore is beyond even the Poſlibility of 

oh- ailing, „ „ 


uch any Proof at all brought for it; or have they 
aul ſufficient Arguments to convince and ſatisfy 11 | 
of the Truth and Reality of ſuch lnfallibility ? 
ion The former of theſe is altogether abſurd ; nor do 


they demand fo fooliſh and unreaſonable a Thing 
from us: If then they undertake firſt to bring 
luffcient Proof of their Infallibility, before they. 
would have us receive or acknowledge it, I de- 


for the pretended Infallibility of a Church, which 


; * 


well put together, all theſe Arguments, brought 


hal But would theſe. Men have us build our Faith | 
e upon the Infallibility of their Church, without 


mand farther, is this ſame Proof, in itſelf, infal- * 
ible or not? If not, then what ate we the better 


bas not infallible Arguments to ſupport it? But 
if their Proof be in 1 infallible, it will follow 
| „ ˙ . that 
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that there is an Infallibility antecedent to that of 
the Church: And why may we not ſuppoſe, ; 
that the Truth of Religion may thereby be proved 
as well antecedently to the Infallibility of the 
Church, as the Infallibility of the Church ante- - 
tedently to the Truth of Religion. 1 
Again, whatever Arguments they offer for the 
Proof of their pretended Infallibility, muſt be, 
and accordingly are always drawn either from 
Reaſon, or Scripture, - or both-in conjunction to- 
gether; from which ſame Fountains we alſo di- 
rectly bring our Proofs for the eſtabliſhing of the 
Truth of our Religion: Now, let their Argu- 
ments for their Infallibility, and ours for our Re- 
it ligion, be well compared the one with the other; 
and it will ſoon appear to every impartial Man, 
that thoſe, which we bring immediately in the n 
behalf of Religion, are by much the moſt con. 
cluſive of the two. Nor can they of the Church 
of Rome pretend to offer one ſingle Word in be- 
half of their Infallibility; but upon a Suppoſition i 


„ yt Mews ———— Wa. cc FRY FR 
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that the Being of God, and the Truth of Chriſt- 
anity are firſt ſufficiently eſtabliſhed upon the Proof ill , 
which are common both to us and them: 80 that Wl © 
whatever Strength they may fancy to be in their r Wl [© 
guments for the Infallibility of their Church, it mul WM 4 


all of neceſſity depend upon thoſe that are, ante. tl. 
cedently thereto, brought for the eſtabliſhing df 05 
© Religion, and Chriſtianity in general: From of 
F whence theſe two Conſequences muſt unavoidz 0 
buy follow; Ny, That no Man's Belief df . 
| Religion and Chriſtianity in the general can juſtly f 4 
in the leaſt depend upon the-ſuppoſed Infallibility N. 
of the Church; and, Secondly, That if from Rer . 
ſon and Scripture, as. good or better Argumen6 Pl, 
may be immediately had for the eſtabliſhing of te bo 
particular Doctrines of Chriſtianity, than at nor 
brought for the Proof of this pretended pos 

| 5 pe 


— — 


—— 


bility ; we my as well, ney we had much bet- 
ter receive ſuch particular Doctrines upon the 
Proof that fo may be brought for them, than en- 
deavour to lay the Streſs of them upon ſuch an 
Infallibility, as cannot be ſo well proved as they 
themſelves may be without it. And indeed when 
it is conſidered how much the Writers of the 
Church of Rome are puzzled, either where to 
place their pretended Infallibility, or how to make 
any ſort of Proof of it, it may well amaze every 
| ſober Man to find them with fo much Confidence 
inſiſting upon a Thing, which, on a ſober Examina- 


Hypotheſis, contrived: to ſerve a Turn, and void 
of all ſatisfactory Proof or Reality. 

But it is not enough, that we can ſo abundantly 
retort this Objection upon the Church of Rome; 
for notwithſtanding this, the Difficulty ſtill remains 
and requires another kind of Solution: In order 
whereunto, it muſt indeed be freely granted, 
that in all matters of great Moment and Conſe- 
quence (where we ſuppoſe every Man willing to 
run as little Hazard as poſſibly may be) if ſtrict 
a d infallible Certainty can be obtained, no à lan 
ought to ſtop ſhort of it, or to content himſelf with 
ay degree of bare: Probability, how great ſoever 

it may appear to be. But let us ſuppoſe, either 
that the Matter in debate will not admit, or that 
the Perſon who makes the. Enquiry, is uncapable 
of this ſort of abſolute Certainty : What muit be 
done in ſuch a Caſe as this? A Man, for Exam- 
ple, expects in all probability to be ruined, if he 

does not take a Journey of a hundred Miles : 
Now, becaufe it cannot be mathematically de- 
monſtrated to him that he ſhall come ſafe to the 
Place whither he would travel ; that he ſhall nei- 


nor be drowned in crofling of a Ferry, nor mur- 
| et - thered 
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tion, appears to be no better than a Fiction or 


ther break his Bones by a Fall from bis Horſe, ; 


+ 22 * 
l 1 En n 
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thered by Highwaymen, nor periſh upon the 
Road by any other Accident; becauſe theſe 
things, I fay, cannot be ſtrictly demonſtrated, 


Muſt he therefore reſolve to ſtay at Home, at all | 


Hazards, and not make the beit Preparation he 
can for his Journey? If any Man thinks he can 


produce better Proofs, for Religion, than thoſe | 


We already have; no doubt but every Man, as 
far as he is capable, ought fairly to weigh and con- 
ſider them: But if we already have as much ag 
may abundantly ſatisfy every ſober and impartial 
Man, and the Arguments for Religion do vaſtly 
over- balance thoſe few trifling Pretences that are 
brought againſt it; muſt we ſullenly fit down (and 


that with the greateſt Hazard of eternal Miſery) 


in Atheiſm, Scepticiſm, or Infidelity ; for no other 
Reaſon but that we have not fat f infallibl 
Proof of things, which neither does their Nature re- 
quire, nor our own perhaps is capable of receiving! 


$. XXVII. The other Difficulty which ariſes 


upon this Diſcourſe, is, That however rational and 
ſatisfactory all this Account which we give of our 


Religion may, to Men of Senſe and Underſtanding, 


appear to be; yet the vulgar Sort, which are much 


the greateſt part of Mankind, are not only ignorant 
of it all, but even altogether uncapable of appre- 
hending the Force of the ſeveral Arguments con- 
tained init; as will foon appear to any Man that 
makes the Experiment, Either then we muſt ſup- 
poſe numberleſs Millions of Men to be under no 
Obligation of embracing or profeſſing any Rell 
gion at all, or the Foundation of ſuch Obligation 
muſt be laid upon ſome other and plainer Account 
of things, that may not be above the Reach of 


their Capacity. 


For Anſwer hereunto, I deſire that theſe tuo 
things may be duly conſidere. 8 i 
| | 5 TR | £5 -” iT ity 


— 


little 
it 6 
thei, 
Urr! 
Caſe 


Set, XXVII. by the Teſt of Ru a30N. 11 
Hrſt, That many Men there are in the Word 
| who have a very ſufficient Underſtanding of much 
more than what in Words they are well able to 
expreſs: For Example; A Man altogether illi- 
terate, oftentimes follows the Buſineſs of his par- 
ticular Calling with Prudence and Diſeretion; 
which plainly ſhews that he has a juſt and right 
Notion of Things, ſo far at leaſt as to guide and 
direct him in his private Affairs: But if upon ma- 
ny Occaſions you deſire him in Words to expreſs 
| the Grounds: and Reaſons of what he does, you 
will find him, being no Maſter at all of Language, 
but very imperfectly. able to do it: Now let us 
ſuppoſe the fame Man (which very often is the 
Caſe). to be very regular. in the Performance of all 
the Duties of Religion; conſtant in the Worſhip: 
of God, both public and private; frequent at the _ 
Holy Communion; juſt, true, ſober, temperate,, 
charitable, and. obedient to lawful Authority; and. 
all this, as far as ever we are able to judge, upon a 
true Prineiple of Conſcience; is not ſuch con- 
ſtant and uniform Regularity of his Life and Ae- 
tions, as clear a Proof that he has alſo a due Ap- 
prehenſion of the Things of Religion, ſufficient to 
direct and ſupport him through God's Grace in 
the Practice of it: Althoꝰ at the ſame time, if 
you ask him 4 Reaſom of the Hope that is in him, 
and of all that he does on that Account, his Anſwer 
to the outward: Form of Expreflion will appear 
but weak and imperfect: And muſt be ſupplied, as 
to that Defect; by the Difcretionand Charity of him 
that makes the. Enquiry... It is therefore a great 
Miſtake if we conclude, that Men underſtand _ + 
little or nothing of Religion, or the Reaſon off 
it, only becauſe. they know not how to cloth. 
their Thoughts with Words or Expreſſions, that 
wry any tolerable Propriety in them: In many 
Caſes a Man's Actions much more certainly than: 
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huis Words, do ſhew what his Judgment is, and 


© Secondly, If we rightly-diſtinguiſh between Re · 


whatever Abſtruſeneſs or Difficulty may occur in 
many of the latter, there is nothing in the for- 
mer, (I mean as far as it is neceſſary to be under- 
ſtood) or in the Grounds or Reaſons of it, that is 
Underſtanding that ſober and diligently makes 


of his Attributes, and the utmoſt Depth of al 


forth the whole matter: It is not every Man in- 


taining an Argument for Religion, as 1 have al- 


what are the inward Thoughts and Sentiments of 


Tigion ſtrictly and properly fo called (which com- 
prehends no more but what is ordinarily requi- 
red for the Salvation of every Man) and Notiow 
or Doctrines, whether falſe or true which haye 
been mixed with, and by many adopted into it; 


above the Capacity of every Man of common 


Enquiry into it. The Nature of God, the Extent 


thoſe Myſteries which in part are only revealed 
unto us in the Goſpel, (1 Cor. xiii. q.) are altoge- 
ther as incomprehenſible and unfathomable to the 
Learned as to the Unlearned: But what Man almoſt 
is there of ſo mean à Capacity, that may not, 
with moderate Inſtruction and due Attention 


thereunto, be fully and rationally convinced of the /: 
Being and chief Attributes of God, from the very Wl »: 
Structure of the World; of the Truth of Chri- at 
ſtianity from the well-atteſted Prophecies and a: 
Miracles, (beſides its own internal Goodneſ) th 
whereby it is confirmed; and laſtly of all, thoſe WW »: 
Doctrines and Rules of Life that are neceſſary to Wl / 


Salvation, from the main Tenor and Deſign of 
the Holy Scriptures, in which all ſorts of Chri- 
tians do agree, as I have already tho” briefly {et 


deed who may be capable of diſputing, or main- 


ready ſaid: But if Men generally do not under- 


tand as much of it as is neceſſary to Salvation 
| BO | Hs 1 


ect. XXVIII. by the Teſt f Rzas0n. 103 iſ 
nor are able to give ſome tolerable Account (ho-w - 


ever imperfeRly expreſs'd) why they hope to be 
ſaved in and by it, the Fault is not that they thing 


want good and plain Inſtruction, or elſe will not 


2 ive ſufficient Attention to it; and let thus much 

. ſuffice to have been ſpoken to the ſecond Difficulty, 

0 $. XXVIII. And now for a Concluſion ef 

; all; I have only this to add ; That whatever 

n Knowledge or e in Religion, or the 
- WH Grounds and Reaſons of it any Man may have, 
- if he does not carefully and conſcientiouſly bring 

s forth the Fruit of it in a truly virtuous and pious 


Life; it will be ſo far from being of any Ad- 
vantage to him, that, on the contrary, it will moſt 
certainly turn to his greater Condemnation ; the 
Servant who knows not his Lord's Will, and, by 
Reaſon of his Ignorance, commits things in them- 
ſelves worthy of Stripes, has ſomething to plead 
he in excuſe for himſelf (at leaſt if his Ignorance be 
ft WH not through his own Fault or Neglect) and /hall 
t, be beaten but with few Stripes; but that Servant ubs 
on #nows his Lord's Will, and yet prepares not him- 


itſelf is above their Capacity; but either that they” . | 


be /, neither does according to his Mill; ſuch a Ser- 


17 WJ Vant as this, not only in the higheft Degree 
i. affronts his Lord, but alſo gives great Seandal 
nd and evil Example to his Fellow- Servants; and 
ſs) therefore is moſt juſtly ſentenced to be beaten with 
ole Wl many Stripes; for unto whomſoever much is given, 


108 / Vim. /ball much be required, Luke xii. 47, 48, 
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I. DLAIN Biſtructions for the Young and Inna 
comprized in a ſhort and eaſy Expoſition of the 
Church Catechiſm, adapted to the Underſtanding and 
Memory of thoſe of the meaneſt Capacity. The ſe- 
tenth Edition Price 34. or 20 f. per Hundred. Dr. 
II. Some ſhort and plain Directions tor ſpending one tte Lor, 
Day well, by which (if every Day catefullywobieryed) Author 
a Man may be much enabled (through Gad's Grace) 


be ſpend bis <vbole- Life avell. The ſeventh: Edition. wy Cx 


— 


Price 1d or 6s. per Hundre. 
III. An Efay towards making the Know/edge of Ri. | 
_ ligion eaſy. to the meaneſt Capacity: Being a ſhort and Wil The 
lain Account of the DeFrines and Rules of Chriſtianity: 
ne ſeventh Edition. Price 24; or 12 5 per Hundred. 
IV. An A#ſwertoall the Excuſts and Pretences which 
- Men ordinariy make for their not coming to the Hoy 
| Communion : To which is added, A brief Account of 
the End and Deſian of the Holy Communion, the 00. 
| ligation to receive it, the Way to prepare for it, and 
the Behaviour of ourſelves both at and after #; The 
fifteenth Edition. Price 3d. or 20s per Hundred. nted f. 
V. A Help to the devout Performance of privite 
Prayer. The ſecond Edition. Price 1d. or 65. ft 
Hundred. | | : * %%% 
VI. Some Rules for the Conduct of Human Life, ſneu- 
ing the Way of Living: 1. Wiſely. 2. Harmonioully 
3 Peaceably and Quietly. 4 In Buſineſs. 5. las 
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